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NOW HIRING
Train for a rewarding career and 
safely transport children to and 
from school with Dean!

No experience needed.
Dean provides paid CDL training for 
new bus drivers.

Dean offers a competitive benefits 
package including health insurance, 401k, 
paid time off, flexible scheduling and 
advancement opportunities.

For more information and to apply, 
visit deantransportation.com/jobs.

Paid for by Carol Koenig for Justice, 
690 N. Hagadorn Rd.

East Lansing, MI 48823

VOTE CAROL KOENIG
FOR CIRCUIT COURT
General Election - Nov. 3 

or by absentee ballot
I believe we can always do more to improve 
our justice system. As an attorney and 
County Commissioner, I’m working for 
justice on behalf of the people of our county. 
In this grass-roots campaign, it’s an honor 
to be supported and endorsed by people I’ve 
worked with, including:
• Andy Schor, Mayor of Lansing
• Rep. Julie Brixie

• Prosecutor Carol Siemon
• Treasurer Eric Schertzing
• Drain Commissioner Pat Lindemann
• Guillermo Lopez, Lansing School Board
• Jessy Gregg, East Lansing City Council
as well as many of my colleagues 
on the Board of Commissioners - 
Democrats and Republicans

For more info including 
a complete list of supporters: 

carolkoenigforjustice.com

Paid for by CTE Rick Jones Sheriff
PO Box 115, Grand Ledge, MI 48837

It’s time for a change

I want deputies 
to have better 

training in 
de-escalating 

possible violent 
situations

Rick Jones for 
Eaton County Sheriff

Fair and equal treatment for all people

VOTE

NOV. 3

              517-908-9950

2000 Merritt Road, East Lansing

Distillery & Cocktail Bar   

4 - 9 p.m  Tues. through Sun., closed Monday 

ed edarcr  spiritsed edarcr  spirits   R

Variety is the spice of  life.

Fresh cocktails, cocktails-to-go, great spirits 
selection, wine, patio, hearty appetizers, calm

casual atmosphere, safe measures
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CALL 1-800-HEDLUND 
OR 517-321-5955

hedlundplumbing.com

We use exclusively

Schedule Your Inspection Now!
Fall is a great time for an 

inspection since heaters work much harder 
during the cold winter months

We Install All Models
• Gas • Electric • Tankless

Made in 
Michigan!

We are a 3rd generation family owned business 
serving Greater Lansing since 1939

$50 OFF
ANY 

WATER HEATER
INSTALLATION

COUPON EXPIRES 12/31/2020 
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CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

Masks and misdemeanors
The more things 

change, the more 
they stay the 
same. Despite Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer’s 
Aug. 4 executive 
directive instructing 
the Michigan State 
Police and other state 
agencies to make 
mask enforcement 
a priority, we see 
little evidence that 
anyone is actually 
issuing misdemeanor citations for violations of the 
governor’s executive order that requires employees 
who serve the public to mask up. On the other hand, 
we see ample evidence that some food service 
establishments continue to openly flout the rules, 
endangering the health of their employees and cus-
tomers by allowing them to go maskless. The owner 
of at least one local business — the famed Joe’s 
Gizzard City in Potterville — has gone so far as to 
claim that all of his employees suffer from medical 
conditions that preclude them from wearing masks. 
If true, one wonders if those individuals should be 
working in public-facing positions at all, especially 
in the food service industry, given the known risks 
associated with prolonged exposure to coworkers 
and customers who may be infected with the corona-
virus. Adding to the confusion over who is enforcing 
what, the website of Michigan Attorney General 
Dana Nessel continues to suggest that executive 
order violations should be reported first to local law 
enforcement. With numerous police agencies across 
the state refusing to enforce the governor’s mask 
mandate — “we’re not the mask police” is a common 
refrain — we suggest Whitmer and Nessel get on 
the same page and find a more effective way to get 
the job done.

The defunding dance
If early conversations taking place at the Lansing 

City Council are any indi-
cation, the movement to 
literally defund the city’s 
Police Department is 
quickly losing steam, if it 
had any to begin with. The 
Council’s new Committee 
on Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusion, chaired by At-large 
Councilmember Patricia 
Spitzley, is now developing 
preliminary budget policies 
that the full Council will eventually submit to Mayor 
Andy Schor as he develops his proposed spending 
plan for the next fiscal year. Rather than reducing 
funding, the budget policies under consideration 
appear to call for increasing the Police Department’s 
budget to pay for a bevy of new social workers, 
additional training for police officers, and a full-time 
grant writer.

While we support the idea of reordering the Police 
Department’s staffing and priorities over a reason-
able period, we’re left to wonder where the money 
will come from to increase spending for any city 
department. With the COVID pandemic slamming 
city revenues, and in the absence of major financial 
assistance for cities from the federal government, 
it strikes us as overly optimistic and perhaps even 
irresponsible to plan for hiring any additional city 
employees at such a financially precarious time. City 
leaders also need to consider the impact of their 
decisions on long-term costs for pensions and retir-
ee health care. Every new city employee adds an 
incremental burden to the city’s unfunded liabilities, 
which are estimated at more than $700 million, or 
about $6,000 for every Lansing resident.

Given strict statutory limitations on the city’s 
ability to raise new revenues by increasing taxes, 
our crystal ball suggests that Mayor Schor and the 
Council are more likely to face painful choices on 

how many city employees to eliminate, not how 
many new ones to add. Of course, it’s also possible 
that the mayor and Council will travel a different 
road. City Council previously approved a measure 
that authorizes Schor’s administration to fill gaps in 
the city’s operating budget through the bond market 
by borrowing up to $20 million against future prop-
erty tax revenues. We think this is a singularly bad 
idea because it merely kicks the can down the road 
instead of making the tough decisions right now to 
cut spending and balance the city budget. Bonding 
to pay for routine operating expenses also runs the 
risk of damaging the city’s credit rating, which will 
make it more expensive to borrow in the future for 
legitimate capital needs like road repairs and sewer 
construction.

Overnight parking redux
We were more than surprised to learn through 

firsthand experience over the holiday weekend 
that the 
Lansing Police 
Department 
continues to 
issue tickets 
for violating 
the prohibition 
against over-
night parking 
on city streets 
between 2 a.m. and 5 a.m. With City Council on 
the verge of repealing the ordinance altogether, it 
strikes us as odd that LPD would make enforce-
ment of the ordinance a priority, especially when 
a number of city residents presumably had guests 
in town for the long Labor Day weekend and MSU 
students who live in the city are settling into their 
new homes. We’d hate to think the flurry of ticket-
ing was driven by the desire to generate as much 
revenue as possible before the overnight parking 
ban is lifted. Perhaps officers’ time would be better 
spent protecting the public health by enforcing 
mask violations at noncompliant local businesses 
rather than targeting city residents who park over-
night on the street in front of their homes.

Send letters to the editor on this editorial or any other topic to letters@lansingcitypulse.com. 
Please limit them to 250 words

The CP Edit
Opinion

Whitmer

Spitzley
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Out of the blue, a flyer
makes me out a racist

• Roll call conference participants and lock 
• Real-time participant list updates 
• Recording a conference 
• Quick set-up 
• Muting

517.999.9999 sa les@acd.net
www.acd.net

Contact ACD to Setup

Take charge of your conferences with 
easy-to-use features. On demand-audio 
conferencing is an easy-to-use service to 
enhance your business productivity. 

(The writer, a Lansing resident, 
was recently portrayed as a racist 
in a mysterious flyer widely 
distributed around town. To see 
the flyer, go to the news section on 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

By BRYAN MCATTEE
Picking 

up your 
phone at 
12:30 p.m. 
on a Friday 
to someone 
telling you 
that they 
will come 
and kill you, 
and they 
give you 
your actual 
address and 
name before 
you can respond, is not the ideal 
way to kick off a weekend. Es-

pecially after you’ve 
just returned to 
work from your first 
appointment with 

a psychiatrist to manage your 
depression you’ve ignored for 
years, but a pandemic has finally 
pushed you to speak up. You were 
almost feeling good. A step in 
the right direction. Nothing has 
been going in a way that you had 
thought by the time you were 30. 
Your girlfriend has left you, work 
doesn’t pay enough to pay the 
bills and plan a vacation, you still 
rent with a roommate. You took a 
job outside of restaurant work for 
health care, so all of your friends 
now work opposite hours as you. 
Imagine this. You are alone.

You’ve been checking your 
phone all morning hoping there 
would be a missed call or a text 
from your ex saying they love you 
and want to patch things up. So 
when your jeans vibrate, you feel 
the hair on your arm rise like a 
ghost encounter. It’s a number 
you don’t recognize, but maybe 
it’s work-related, and your heart 
sinks as you answer to a voice 
wanting you dead. Demanding 
justice for your bigotry that prior 
to this phone call you didn’t know 
you had. You ask what they are 
talking about as the lights in your 
work space seem to flicker as 

tunnel vision sets in. You are now 
a racist. 

The man on the phone maybe 
believes you when you tell him 
you have no idea about what he 
is telling you, so he sends you a 
picture of a flyer with your name, 
phone number, and home ad-
dress, “in case you didn’t know.” 
Your entire body stops respond-
ing properly as you read, “RE-
STORE WHITE POWER,” and 
you don’t need to read any more 
to understand the beginning of 
what will be your hell. You are 
alone.

You think, “Who the fuck did 
this? Do I tell my family? Does 
my roommate need to leave now? 
He has a daughter. Should I call 
the police, or does that make it 
worse?”, meanwhile your phone 
is still buzzing as hard as your 
mind. Some are more threats, but 
they seem to understand some-
thing’s wrong by your shaking 
voice. What’s more disturbing are 
the ones that seem disappointed 
that these flyers are a hoax. 

You pick up every call asking, 
“Who’s calling?’ You’re getting 
edgy. A woman who saw the flyer, 
which was posted around town, 
explains after a conversation 
defending yourself that she wants 
to help debunk these rumors. 
You don’t know if you can believe 
her, but agree because what else 
do you have left to lose, right? It 
works. She makes a video that 
reaches thousands of people who 
come to your defense in the Lan-
sing area, and take to the streets 
tearing down these flyers. The 
hate calls you receive stop. You 
gain friendship despite the hatred 
placed against you. You end up 
writing this. There is love, and, 
again, it works. You are not alone.

But, imagine now, if you were 
not so lucky as to been placed 
in a city as our own. Imagine 
waking up on a hopeful Friday 
to be dead by the evening for no 
reason other than hate. Now try 
and remember how minorities 
may feel this way as reality. Every 
day. I will never understand, or 
pretend to. But I will remember 
this moment to fortify my beliefs 
that this city will come together 
to protect its people. Remember, 
finally, that you are not alone.

OPINION

McAttee
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

By KYLE KAMINSKI

 

OF THE WEEK

1317 Ballard St., Lansing
This formerly vibrant house of 

worship tucked into a neighborhood 
along Ballard Street on Lansing’s 
north side has certainly seen some 
more divine days. And based on the 
dozens of city-issued citations for 
overgrown weeds in recent years, it’s 
likely the neighbors agree. 

The front door and concrete steps 
are cracked. A moldy awning hanging 
overhead is sagging and ripped. Dirt 
is accumulating on the cross behind 
it. The windows are boarded shut, 
except for one peeling open in the 
back. The lawn is poorly mowed with 
several overgrown patches.

Inside, “Team Cletus” is painted on 
doors to the trash covered (but oth-
erwise empty) nave — the only con-
gregation to gather inside since Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church moved to Dewitt 
in 2006.

The Rev. W.L. Hunt started the 
church in 1926, gathering in rented 
buildings on Grand River Avenue 
and Cedar Street before purchasing 
his own space on Case Street in 1929. 
The Ballard Street church was the 
first to be constructed specifically for 
the growing Mt. Zion congregation. 

In 2017, the old Ballard Street 
building was sold to Our Lady of 
Deliverance Diocese, a Syriac Catholic 
church affiliated with St. Isaac of 
Nineveh, which appears to be closed 
across the street. Calls to that church 
(and its affiliates listed online in New 
Jersey) were not returned. 

A spokeswoman for Mt. Zion said 
the building was in terrible condition 
even before the sale. 

“Keep Out” signs (complete with 
several exclamation marks) are scat-
tered across the property, warning 
of some type of “contamination.” It’s 
possible they’re just another classic 
Catholic scare tactic to keep trouble-
makers at bay, but here’s hoping they 
work long enough to return some 
semblance of the holy spirit back to 
this church building before it crum-
bles to hell. 
— KYLE KAMINSKI

Gyms, sports can resume across 
Michigan 

After months of state-mandated closures, Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer reeled back some coronavirus safety 
restrictions last week and announced that gyms could 
reopen statewide. Organized sports can also resume 
this month — just as long as people wear face masks. 
Whitmer’s administration allows but still recommends 
against contact-heavy sports like football, basketball, 
soccer, lacrosse, hockey, wrestling, field hockey, boxing 
and martial arts. 

The Michigan High School Athletic Association Council 
still voted to reinstate sports last week. Whitmer’s order 
allows typical fall sports like volleyball, soccer and swim-
ming to start this week. Meanwhile, Michigan now tracks 
more than 107,000 COVID-19 cases and 6,500 deaths, 
including more than 2,800 cases and 62 deaths reported 
from the Greater Lansing region.

More spending proposed for 
Lansing Police

Budget priorities 
en route to Lansing 
Mayor Andy Schor’s 
desk could call for 
more training and 
more social workers 
at the Lansing Police 
Department. And that 
could spell police 
investment rather 
than police divestment as activists continue to push for 
meaningful police reforms.

The Lansing City Council’s Committee on Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion met last week to draft the budget 
priorities, which are due to Schor next month as he crafts 
a budget by March. The proposal could also include a 
grant writer to assist community organizations across the 
city. 

Notably absent? An actual reduction to LPD’s $46.5 
million budget, something that has long been part of a 
rallying cry repeatedly echoed by Black Lives Matter 
activists in recent months.

East Lansing cop cleared of excessive 
force 

The Washtenaw County Prosecutor’s Office denied 

a warrant request last week from Ingham County to 
charge East Lansing Police Officer Andrew Stephenson 
with criminal charges after videos appeared to show him 
kneeling on a suspect’s neck during an arrest he made 
last year.

Stephenson, who was accused of excessive force, 
was also cleared of any alleged wrongdoing in May after 
a Michigan State Police investigation determined he was 
entirely justified in using force to apprehend two Black 
suspects — one on Dec. 29, 2019, and another on Feb. 
9, 2020.

McLaren spending extra $150 million on 
new hospital

A nearly half-bil-
lion-dollar develop-
ment from McLaren 
Health Care is set to 
swell to about $600 
million this year after 
the health system 
announced last week it 
would invest about $150 million more into its towering 
complex still being built near Michigan State University 
just off US-127. 

The headliner for the new hospital project will still 
include a state-of-the-art cancer center, which broke 
ground this summer. The additional investment will allow 
for expansion, more spacious rooms for patients and a 
facility designed specifically to study and treat tumors.

Hundreds of loans delayed for MSU law 
students

Nearly 400 law students at Michigan State University 
are still waiting 
to receive stu-
dent loans this 
week as offi-
cials grapple 
with federal 
fallout stem-
ming from the 
Larry Nassar 
investigation.

A merger between MSU and the formerly independent 
College of Law hit a hiccup with the U.S. Department 
of Education stemming from Clery Act violations related 
to Nassar and the subsequent sanctions levied against 
MSU. As a result, MSU still cannot technically add 
loan-eligible locations without federal approval, which 
includes its integration with MSU Law.

Until the federal government rubber stamps the merg-
er, that means students still don’t have access to their 
loan money. MSU officials said they hope to have the 
issue resolved this week. 
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Forty apartments overlooking the 
Stadium District are available for lease 
as construction nears completion on 
a grocery store and the first hotel to 
come to downtown Lansing in two 
decades.

The BLOCK600 project, as it’s now 
officially branded, was billed last April 
as a “gamechanger” for the city by its 
developer, Pat Gillespie. Now, several 
months and the throes of a pandemic 
later, the project is nearing the finish 
line as contractors work to get things 
wrapped up before the winter months.

Only time will tell if the develop-
ment will live up to its lofty expecta-
tions, but hopes are high after City 
Pulse took a tour of the unfinished 
project last week. A mix of studios and 
several one- and two-bedroom apart-
ments (about a dozen already leased) 
are set to open in early October. The 
grocery store — a Meijer in a sleek, 
urban market format — is expected to 
follow soon after.

A Marriott Courtyard hotel attached 
at the eastern end is slated to open in 
January or February.

“We’re really happy with where we’re 
at,” Gillespie said. “To be shut down for 
eight weeks — because of the pandemic 
shutdown —put a little hiccup in our 
schedule, but we’ve managed to keep 
things on track. We’re excited to get it 
all open. With the landscaping and the 
signage, it’s all looking better than I 
thought it would be.”

Even the studio units, with just 
fewer than 500 square feet, offer 
some surprisingly spacious open floor 
plans at $870. Balconies and street 
views are reserved for larger units. 
One-bedrooms start at $1,150. Two-
bedroom units are 1,150 square feet 
and start at $1,820.

A mirrored room is set to be filled 
with shared exercise equipment for 
tenants. Another room is filled with 
shelves for bike storage — an essential 
feature for quick downtown trips. A 
shared patio space will also offer room 
for residents to gather, socialize and 
drink on the second floor. 

An alleyway built out back will also 
provide outdoor seating for residents 
and guests alike. And the most conve-
nient feature? A staircase and elevator 
that lead directly down to the soon-to-
open grocery.

While it’s technically a Meijer-
branded store, don’t expect any tra-
ditional big-box vibes. It’ll be at least 
the third iteration of the chain’s “urban 
format” store in Michigan, which feels 
more like an indoors farmers market 
with fresh food and a major emphasis 
on locally sourced items.

Capital City Market will also still car-
ry a traditional lineup of some Meijer-
branded items, but it’s clearly designed 
to tailor to hip shoppers more likely to 
be found at places like Whole Foods.

Murals and historic photos of the 
city are scattered throughout the store. 
Bay doors along Michigan Avenue lead 
to an expansive produce section. A 
beer and wine section is adorned with 
signage from local breweries and dis-
tilleries. A keycard elevator leads to the 
apartments. (Meijer and Marriott did 
not allow photos.)

On the eastern side of the build-
ing, crews are also still hammering 
away at 122 hotel rooms. A parking 
lot out back will include 64 spaces for 
tenants and 122 spaces for the hotel. 
Another 100 spots will be available for 
grocery shoppers, who can have their 

passes validat-
ed at check-
out. Another 
12  me tered 
parking spac-
es will also 
open on the 
southern side 
of Michigan 
Avenue. 

The Gillespie 
Group bought 
out 21 sepa-
rate parcels 
over four acres 
— including 
an old gas sta-
tion and the 
old Brogan’s 
Tire & Auto 
Service — to 
make the project possible. Developers 
also secured more than $10 million in 
Brownfield tax-increment financing to 
bring it all together. 

That plan was approved by the 
Lansing City Council in 2018. And 
officials at the Lansing Economic Area 
Partnership said additional steps — like 

approval from the state Department of 
Environmental Quality — have long 
been approved. Gillespie also said he 
signed a 20-year lease agreement with 
Meijer and also solidified a purchase 
agreement to sell the hotel portion.

Requests for tax incentives are typ-
ically a controversial hurdle for devel-

BLOCK600: Grocery store and apartments open next month
Sleek Michigan Ave. complex
offers upscale apartments
with easy access to Meijer

(Top) The kitchen of a model apartment in Block600. (Below) 
The living room opens onto a balcony with a western view of 
downtown.

See Gillespie, Page 9
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B/21/014 RANGES as per the specifications provided by the City of Lansing. The City of Lansing 
will accept sealed bids electronically on line at www.mitn.info or at the City Of Lansing Purchasing 
Office, at 124 W. Michigan Ave 8th floor, Lansing, MI 48933 until 2:00 PM local time in effect on 
September 15, 2020 at which time bids will be opened. Complete specifications and forms 
required to submit bids are available by contacting Stephanie Robinson at (517) 483-
4128, or stephanie.robinson@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing 
encourages bids from all vendors including MBE/WBE vendors and Lansing-based businesses. 
                    #20-208

The proposed budget of the Ingham Conservation District for the fiscal year beginning October 
1, 2020 will be presented to the District Board for final approval at the regular monthly meeting 
at 6:00 p.m. on 9-16-20. The Public is invited to comment on the proposed budget at this time. 
Copies of the proposed budget are available at the District office located at 1031 W. Dexter Trail, 
Mason, MI  48854.
                     #20-209

B/21/012 DOWNTOWN TWO-WAY CONVERSION as per the specifications provided by the City 
of Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept sealed bids electronically on line at www.mitn.info or at 
the City Of Lansing Purchasing Office, at 124 W. Michigan Ave, Lansing, MI 48933 until 2:00 PM 
local time in effect on September 22, 2020 at which time bids will be opened and read. Complete 
specifications and forms required to submit bids are available by contacting Stephanie 
Robinson at (517) 483-4128, or stephanie.robinson@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. 
The City of Lansing encourages bids from all vendors including MBE/WBE vendors and Lansing-
based businesses.                     
           #20-209

opers, but Gillespie pointed to exten-
sive environmental contamination to 
justify them. Several petroleum tanks 
needed to be removed. The homes 
swallowed by the project were also 
filled with asbestos. 

About 15 jobs are expected to be cre-
ated at the grocery store along with a 
“fair amount” of staff to operate the 
hotel and to staff the apartment com-
plex. Gillespie also followed through 
on a promise to use as much locally 
sourced labor as possible during the 
ongoing construction. 

All told, the development rep-
resents a $41.5 million “transforma-
tive” investment downtown, Gillespie 
said. The idea: Catapult existing com-

mercial offerings and attract talent by 
aligning an urban market, hotel and 
residential units to re-energize an oth-
erwise underutilized city space. 

Visit block600lansing.com for more 
details or to apply for an apartment 
lease. 

Gillespie
from page 8

(Top) The view from one of the two 
two-bedroom apartments, which are 
the corner units at Michigan Avenue 
and Larch Street. (Below) The build-
ing’s sign awaits hanging.

Name three justice of 
the Michigan Supreme 
Court.

No, not Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg. Wrong court. 

If you were pay-
ing attention shortly 
after Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer’s inauguration, you picked 
up that Justice Bridget McCormack 
had been elected chief justice … but 
maybe you missed that piece of news. 
Either way, that’s my point.

Nobody knows who sits on 
the court. The polling bears 
that out.

Progress Michigan ran a recent poll 
two weeks ago in which 897 likely vot-
ers were asked to pick their preferred 
Supreme Court candidate. After listing 
off all seven names on the ballot, a 
76% majority didn’t know. 

When asked to pick their second 
choice, 86% again offered no name, 
even though the choices were laid out 
for them.

Just as only a select few know who 
serves on the court, only a select few 
know anything about the candidates 
running.

Not since former Michigan 
Democratic Party Chairman Mark 
Brewer successfully labeled then-Jus-
tice Cliff Taylor the “Sleeping Judge” in 
a slew of effective ads has the biennial 
race for a couple Supreme Court slots 
earned any statewide media, paid or 
earned.

With Trump, Biden, John James, 
Gary Peters, Elissa Slotkin and their 
allies gobbling up all of the TV ad time 
these days, we’re not likely see any 
change in direction.

That’s why with limited exceptions 
— like the “Sleeping Judge” — incum-
bents win these races. They have the 
“Justice of the Supreme Court” moni-
ker to go with their name.

Let’s look at all of the Election Day 
winners of the court in the past 20 
years who were not officeholders at 
the time. What do you notice? Megan 
Cavanagh, Richard Bernstein, Bridget 
McCormack, Mary Beth Kelly and 
Diane Hathaway.

That’s right. There are only five. 
Four are women. The one man has 
one of the most recognizable surnames 
in Michigan law. Three of the women 
have Irish last names.

With one exception, the person who 
has received the highest number of 

voters for Supreme Court in the past 
20 years is Marilyn Kelly. She’s a dif-
ferent candidate than Mary Beth Kelly, 
and neither is on the court.

So, it probably shouldn’t come to 
anyone’s surprise that the Republicans 
found yet ANOTHER Mary Kelly to 
put on the ballot in 2020.

This Mary Roy Kelly ran for a local 
judgeship in her home of St. Clair 
County more than 25 years ago and 
lost. She worked as a chief assistant 
prosecutor for many years before being 
hired to represent children in court.

She’s never been elected to anything. 
She’s never been a judge. But she has 
the name Mary Kelly, and suddenly 
she’s the favorite, outside of incumbent 
Bridget McCormack, who most every-
body who follows this stuff presumes 
will win one of the two open seats.

Outside of McCormack, the 
Democrats also nominated Elizabeth 
Welch, an East Grand Rapids attor-
ney, and the Republicans nominated 
Appellate Judge Brock Swartzle along 
with Kelly.

The Libertarians nominated Kerry 
Lee Morgan (again) and Katherine 
Nepton. The Green Party nominated 
Wayne County Circuit Court Judge 
Susan Hubbard. 

That’s your field. 
Party designation isn’t included on 

the ballot for Supreme Court. If you 
don’t know whom your party nomi-
nated and you don’t know anything 
about the candidate, you’re throwing 
darts.

That’s where these Irish surnames 
come from. I don’t know if it goes back 
to Attorney General Frank Kelley, but 
folks with the last names that can be 
traced to the Emerald Isle tend to be 
the next deciding factor after incum-
bency. 

Those with Irish surnames have 
been winning Michigan Court races 
for decades.

The Michigan Supreme Court has 
had 133 members. Of those there’s 
been three Kellys, three Cavanaghs/
Kavanaghs, a Brennan, five “Mc”s, two 
Boyles, a Corrigan, an O’Hara and a 
Flannigan. You get the picture.

This go-around, Welch is of old 
Anglo-Saxton origins and Swartzle is 
German. Unfortunately for them, it’s 
too late to add an “O’” in front them.

(Kyle Melinn of the Capitol news 
service MIRS is at melinnky@gmail.
com.)

OPINION

What’s in a name? More than 
luck if you have an Irish surname

POLITICS
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If Mayor Andy Schor and a Detroit 
developer have their way, the vacant 
City Market building downtown will 
soon undergo an offbeat, multi-faceted 
“activation” nobody saw coming.

“It’s hard to keep a secret,” Schor said.
Tuesday, Schor announced plans to 

lease the building to the 3-year-old 
Detroit Rising Development group 
and turn the cavernous pole barn into 
a multi-use community hub called the 
Lansing Shuffleboard & Social Club. 
The 12-year-old building has been 
largely empty since 2018, save for the 
Waterfront Bar & Grill, which fought 
eviction until last fall.

The $3.2 million private investment 
would pack in six or more food vendors, 
a bar, live entertainment and eight shuf-
fleboard courts.

If the Lansing City Council approves 
the deal, DRD will likely sign a 10-year 
lease, with an option to renew, Schor 
said. The city spokeswoman, Valerie 
Marchand, said today that the lease 
agreement will be placed on file for the 
public later this week.

Parts of the project could be open to 
the public within a year, but full com-
pletion could take up to two years, 
according to DRD founder and partner 
Jon Hartzell.

Schor said the proposed project ful-
fills all of his requirements for the 
space. “It took a little longer than we 
hoped to find the right match, but I 
wanted a project that would activate the 
space, that it is sustainable and would 
not need a yearly subsidy from the city,” 
he said. “This project meets all those 
conditions.”

The announcement puts an end to 
months of underwhelming rumors that 
the city would give up on finding a cre-
ative “destination” use for the space and 
end up leasing it to a brewpub or anoth-
er redundant tenant.

In 2018, DRD completed the Detroit 
Shipping Co., a city block packed with 
food truck-style eateries, bars, sand 
volleyball courts, an art gallery and pri-
vate event space built from 23 shipping 
containers in the heart of the city’s Cass 
Corridor.

Schor and Hartzell said the Detroit 
project is an “inspiration” for the 
Lansing Shuffleboard & Social Club.

For DRD’s first project outside of the 
Detroit metro area, Hartzell said his 
team was looking for “urban centers 
that are emerging with walkability, and 
we wanted to be part of an active com-
munity.”

Earlier this year, Hartzell and other 
DRD staffers toured Lansing’s down-
town, neighborhoods, Old Town and 
REO Town.

“It fit beautifully for us,” he said. 
“Finding out how much people cared 
about the space brought us to a point 
where we really wanted to do this.”

The City Market building is largely 
“shuffle ready,” but changes will be made 
to the shell and patio, Hartzell said. The 
wall facing the river will open up, with 
garage-style doors and more windows, 
to take advantage of sunset river views. 
A mezzanine will be added to the build-
ing. (The shell was designed to have a 
mezzanine, but it was never put in.)

Hartzell said he was impressed by the 
downtown activity he observed on his 
visit to Lansing, from the sandbox and 
promenades at Rotary Park to the doz-
ens of kayakers and hundreds of River 

trail strollers.
The Bond Co., 

a consulting firm 
based in Ann 
Arbor, advised 
DRD that three 
cities that were 
“ u n d e r s e r v e d ” 
and ready for 
such a proj-
ect: Milwaukee; 
E d m o n t o n , 
C a n a d a ;  a n d 
Lansing.

Hartzell said 
the new facili-
ty would follow 
Detroit Shipping 
Co.’s model of 

hiring a racially 
diverse staff and 
offering varied 
ethnic foods with 
“ a p p r o a c h a b l e 
prices.”

“It matters to 
represent, inside 
your building, 
everyone outside 
of you,” he said. 
“They’ll be actu-
al kitchens, but 
approachable and 
accessible, like 
food trucks.”

Among the 
Detroit Shipping 
e a t e r i e s  a r e 
B a n g k o k  9 6 
(“ Thai street 
food”), COOP 
C a r i b b e a n 
( “ c h i c k e n 
C a r i b b e a n 
fusion”) Brew 
H o  ( “ t a c o s 
and tapas”), a 
Nepalese dumpling shop, Windsor-
based Motor Burger and Minus 320, a 
coffee and ice cream shop.

Hartzell said the eateries will be “chef 
driven and owner operated.” Some may 
be imported from Detroit, but DRD 
is already talking with local culinary 
enterprises, including the Allen Street 
Market’s incubator kitchens, Hartzell 
said.

The main event, shuffleboard, will be 
offered in both league and open formats. 
The 500-year-old sport has long been 
considered to be a pastime for geezers, 
owing to its popularity on cruise ships 
and in retirement homes, but since the 
1980s, shuffleboard has spiked in pop-
ularity with younger people, especially 
in bars and pubs, in both full size and 
tabletop variants.

The shovels first used in shuffleboard 
(which began as “shovelboard”) are 
about the only connection between the 
building’s future and former uses. The 
“new” City Market opened in 2008, in 
hopes of saving the nearly century-old 
market from a long, slow death spiral. 
The idea was to put up condos where 
the old market stood, wrapping the 
new market in a built-in customer base 
that was expected to grow as downtown 
development accelerated.

But the timing was not propitious. 
The surrounding condos took years 
to complete, in part because of the 

Great Recession, while market vendors 
withered on the vine. The expected 
boom in pedestrian River Trail traffic 
and kayak rentals was still a decade 
away. Meanwhile, the new market was 
plagued by a myriad of self-inflicted 
problems, from the building’s invisibili-
ty to traffic on Cedar Street to weak pro-
motion, inconsistent management and 
nuts-and-bolts problems with parking, 
loading, trash and recycling.

The outlook is different in 2020, 
despite a new recession brought on 
by the coronavirus pandemic. Rotary 
Park, a twinkling urban hangout with 
riverside benches, tables and a sandbox 
“beach,” has drawn hundreds of stroll-
ers and cyclists to river’s edge, directly 
in front of the City Market building. 

Add a stunning boom in kayaking 
activity, with a livery and launching 
site a few yards upstream from the City 
Market, and the timing for the new 
project looks perfect to Hartzell.

In a new era of social media-driven 
promotion, Hartzell added, the visibil-
ity problem will not be as much of a 
factor as it was during the City Market’s 
death spiral.

“When we have eight to nine ven-
dors, all co-marketing, they send touch 
points all over,” he said. “And people are 
already actively seeking the River Walk. 
This location checks so many boxes for 
us.”
— LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Food, shuffleboard in City Market building’s future
Detroit developer to bring
multi-use concept to empty hall

The Lansing City Market has been empty since October 2019, 
when the last tenant, Waterfront Bar & Grill, moved out.

Photos by Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

Lansing Mayor Andy Schor (left) and Jon Hartzell of Detroit 
Rising Development announced plans Tuesday to turn the 
former Lansing City Market Building into Lansing Shuffleboard 
and Social Club, a community hub with six restaurants, a bar, 
entertainment and, of course, shuffleboard.
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None of the eight employees at Joe’s 
Gizzard City in Potterville wear face 
masks.

Despite a longstanding state man-
date that face coverings 
be worn in all indoor 
public spaces, own-
er Joe Bristol doesn’t 

have a problem with his maskless 
staff. Neither do the Potterville Police 
Department, Eaton County Sheriff 
Tom Reich or state Attorney General 
Dana Nessel.

Even the office of Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer — the arbiter of executive 
orders on face masks in Michigan — 
doesn’t have much to say about the 
scene in Potterville. Nessel deferred 
comment to Whitmer’s office for this 
story, which didn’t return several calls 
from City Pulse.

Instead of clarity, the silence has only 
created a case study on how exemptions 
for those who claim they cannot “medi-
cally tolerate” a mask can be stretched 
without consequence and how those 
set on not wearing them have found an 
apparent loophole in the state’s rules.

A maskless bartender greeted me last 
month with a menu at Joe’s Gizzard 
City, which was made famous by Guy 
Fieri in a 2007 episode of “Diners, 
Drive-ins Dives.” I glanced into the 
kitchen and saw two more bare fac-
es in the kitchen. Five minutes later, 
I returned to my car — put off by an 
apparent lack of adherence to basic 
sanitary guidelines during a pandemic.

Bristol later told me that all of his 
employees are medically exempt from 
wearing face masks. Was it a strange 

(if not laugh-
ably unreal-
istic) excuse 
from another 
rural busi-
ness dodging 
the rules? Or 
was it just 
an unlikely 
c o i n c i d e n c e 
that’s entirely 
justifiable at 
face value in 
Michigan?

A s  l a w 
enforcement 
and public 
health offi-

cials later explained, it doesn’t much 
matter. Those set on skipping face 
masks in Michigan, with or without a 
valid medical exemption, are appar-
ently free to do so without any conse-
quences — just as long as they stick to 
their story.

Under Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s 
executive order, masks are required to 
be worn while outside the home in “any 
indoor public space” — including (but 
not limited to) restaurants that remain 
open for dine-in service. Exceptions 
include children under 5 and those 
who “cannot medically tolerate a face 
covering” or while eating or drinking 
while seated at a food service business.

Enforcement of that order is handled 
by a variety of state and local agencies, 
but it falls exclusively to local health 
departments when it comes to mask 
compliance at restaurants. A spokes-
woman for the Barry-Eaton District 
Health Department said reports of 
maskless employees are dealt with on a 
case-by-case basis. But medical exemp-
tions can be bulletproof.

While a health department rec-
ommends employers receive written 
documentation from their employees’ 
medical providers to indicate whether 
they’re exempt from wearing a mask, 
there’s no actual verification mecha-
nism to ensure that verification process 
has been properly followed.

“It’s pretty well established that 

employers can require some type of 
medical documentation,” a Barry-
Eaton District Health Department 
spokeswoman said. “Right now, we’re 
just advising employers that have med-
ically exempt employees to make sure 
that’s all properly documented.”

Bristol said he is hesitant to pry into 
the medical records of his staff. He 
hasn’t asked for documentation, par-
tially because he doesn’t want to invade 
their privacy and partially because he 
already knows about the longtime 
medical complications on his staff.

“They all have various forms of health 
issues that prevent them from wearing 
them,” Bristol explained. “Some people 
aren’t familiar with medical exemp-
tions for things like COPD and asth-
ma. We are complying with all aspects 
of the governor’s orders, even with the 
exemptions.”

And according to officials at the 
Health Department, that’s just fine. 
The overarching direction handed 
down from the state: accept all verbal 
notifications of medical exemptions at 
face value.

“That’s kind of tricky,” Bristol add-
ed. “You can ask for information but 
it’s not like you can force them to hand 
over medical records. It’s dicey territo-
ry, and comparing the potential dam-
ages of a privacy or ADA issue, I’d rath-
er just take the word of my staff. It’s 
not like I don’t believe them.”

Both the Eaton County Sheriff ’s 
Office and the Potterville Police 
Department have also been told 
to accept notifications of medical 
exemptions without asking questions. 
Reported violations are rare, especially 
in Potterville, but they would simply 
walk away if notified of an exemption.

“You really can’t get into the medical 
stuff,” Eaton County Sheriff Tom Reich 
added. “If they say it’s a medical condi-
tion, then so be it. We go about doing 
our other business. If it’s a medical 
issue, then there’s nothing we can do. 
That being said, I think everybody, for 
the most part, has handled this pretty 
well.”

Nessel’s office deferred all comment 
on the apparent loophole to Whitmer’s 
office. Whitmer hasn’t responded to 
calls or emails from City Pulse over the 
last two weeks. The takeaway: Medical 
exemptions are entirely based on the 
honors system, and they can probably 
be abused.

Bristol said his restaurant is comply-
ing with other areas of the executive 
orders, including creating a COVID-19 
emergency plan, placing signage about 
required masks on the entrances and 
mandating customers wear masks 
when they’re not seated at their tables 
or the bar.

Employees at Joe’s Gizzard City are 
also trained to identify COVID-19 
symptoms and are temperature 
checked before each shift. If they aren’t 
feeling well, they are told to stay home 
that day. Menus are also available 
online to avoid contact, and tables have 
been socially distanced.

Masks are also offered to both cus-
tomers and staff, and the building is 
routinely sanitized. Hand sanitizer is 
also readily available at the entrance-
ways and at other places across the 
restaurant. Curbside service is also an 
option for those who still do not want 
to go inside the building to eat.

Masks help mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19, he recognized, but it’s not 
the end of the world.

“Given the data within our county, 
as of yesterday, it’s like a 0.08% threat 
of death. There are many other things 
out there that will kill you faster than 
this virus,” Bristol added. “I’m not 
diminishing the threat, because there 
is a real threat out there, especially for 
symptomatic people with other health 
issues, but the data is what it is. It’s a 
low death threat in Michigan.”
— KYLE KAMINSKI

Medical exemptions create loopholes for mask compliance
Maskless Gizzard City staff 
may be case in point

ANALYSIS

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

Joe Bristol, the owner of Joe’s Gizzard City in Potterville, claims all eight of his 
employees are medically exempt from wearing face coverings.

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
INGHAM COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT
FAMILY DIVISION

NOTICE OF HEARING
FILE NO. 20-880-GA

 
In the matter of Gregory Gordon,
especially to the attention of his
sister Linda Gordon, whose 
contact information is unknown to 
the petitioner.
 TAKE NOTICE: A hearing will be 
held on 09/29/2020, 3:00 PM via 
a Zoom conference before Judge 
Richard Garcia for the following
purpose(s): Full Guardianship 
hearing.
I f  you requ i re  spec ia l 
accommodations to use the 
court because of a disability, or 
if you require a foreign language 
interpreter to help you fully 
participate in court proceedings, 
please contact the court 
immediately c/o 517-483-6300
to make arrangements.
 
Date 09/08/2020
Gene Mellen
Adult Protective Services
Ingham County DHHS
517-763-1210
          CP#20-210
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Paid for by the Colline Cheltenham for Judge Committee
1140 Abbot Road, #4153, East Lansing MI 48823.

For our Children.
For our Families.

For Judge.

“Singing in the Dark Times”
Poetry at Moores Park Pavilion

Sunday, September 13, 4:00 PM

400 Moores River Drive

Lansing, MI 48910
Featuring:

Lansing Poet Laureate Laura Apol

Brian Gilmore, Jay Artemis Hull

Sally Potter, Anita Skeen

& Cruz Villarreal

Masks & safe distancing required!
Bring camp chair or blanket to sit on

FREE of charge

(Sign up on EventBrite www.eventbrite.com)

EVERYbody Reads is 
very proud to be a supporter of the 

Lansing Poetry Club

Gretchen Morse, DMA,
BCNS

MID-MICHIGAN
NEUROFEEDBACK

517-290-4965

2109 Hamilton Rd. Suite 100-C
Okemos, MI 48864

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

What is Neurofeedback?
 
Neurofeedback is biofeedback for the brain. Biofeedback can
measure heart rate, skin temperature and also the electrical
rhythms of the brain. When brain waves are out of balance, we
can have a range of symptoms: too many fast frequencies can
produce trouble sleeping and anxious feelings. If the brain
waves are too slow, it can affect focus and mood issues.

In a session, sensors are placed on a client’s scalp to
monitor brain waves. The process is non-invasive, and can be
used to gather information into a brain map. Clients can then
learn how to slow down or speed up their brainwaves with
real time feedback during the follow-up sessions. Optimizing
and balancing brainwaves can impact a variety of symptoms.

A recent client had tried multiple interventions for traumatic
stress, but had not seen the relief they desired. Neurofeedback
helped to settle down their brain and nervous system’s
response to triggers, providing relief, and allowing them to
utilize tools from other therapies more effectively, as well.
Neurofeedback can help ease a wide range of cognitive,
emotional, and physiological symptoms.

Jessica Graham &
Michelle Humes

HOTWATER
WORKS

(517) 364-8827

2116 E Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48912

HYDROTHERAPY & WELLNESS

Spring is Almost Here, Time for a
Hot Tub Checkup
 Everyone is anxious for spring — after all, it’s a great
time to use your tub. Hotwater Works on Michigan Avenue offers
comprehensive hot tub checkups. We’ll bring you a new filter,
change or check your water and refill your tub, if needed.

We have fresh neck pillows, new covers, floating lights, spa
scents and all the necessary chemicals needed to usher in the
new season.

Having hot tub problems? We can diagnose any issues and make a
plan to repair them. We’ve seen all kinds of issues and can
repair and maintain your tub. We are always fair and honest.

Most tubs are going to last between 10-18 years but our current
tubs, Jacuzzi and Nordic, have extended warranties to consider
before making any repairs. Nordic is even made in Michigan!

Some think having a hot tub will require a lot of maintenance,
but it’s only about10 minutes a week. We want people to use
their tubs in the healthiest way. We can teach you to balance
water chemistry and check the filter once a month to make
sure it’s good to go. Relax Hotwater Works!

Brennan Andrews,
Marketing Director

DART BANK

(517)244-4406

368 S. Park Street
Mason, MI 48854

BANKING

The Advantages of Using a
Community Bank 
 One of the nice things about a community bank is all of your
decisions are made locally. You are not just an account number
or business statistic no one knows. The people who make
decisions know who you are. We live, work, and play in the
same community as you.To keep up with the technology of
bigger banks, many community banks are pushing to keep up.
Many have up-to-date technology and digital banking services —
it is a lot different than 1990.Dart Bank has an app on both
iPhone and Android, and a brand new website. Online banking
allows you to pay person-to-person. We have a brand new IQ
mortgage application allowing people to apply online, with a
Dart Bank mortgage specialist who can assist during the
process. We have business solutions and consumer solutions for
everyone. If you have a rare case, we can work with you in
order to find the best solution for you.When you need to reach us
by phone, a real person will answer. The person you talk to is
a resident of the Lansing area and a member of our community.
You might even get the president of the bank.

Delphi Glass

DELPHI GLASS

(517) 394-4685

3380 E Jolly Rd
Lansing, MI 48910

www.delphiglass.com

ART SUPPLIES

Slainte in style!
 
Forget about the over-priced green beer, noisy bars or waiting
in line to get a drink during the annual St. Paddy’s Day pub
crawl - stay in and serve up your favorite brew or cocktail in
style.

Just in time for your St. Patrick’s Day revelry, you can
customize a mug, pilsner glass or piece of stemware at our
Sandblasted Glassware Art a la Carte class. It’s the perfect
time to get together with friends, make some mugs and
memories. Bring a beverage of your choice and begin your
pre-St. Patrick’s Day drinking warm-up. You’ll leave at the
end of the night with fun glassware to raise a glass on any
occasion.

Call (517) 394-5364 or visit DelphiGlass.com/Cheers to register
or to schedule your private party. Join us and be prepared for a
fun night in - your buddy is gonna get everyone tossed out of the
bar for being too rowdy, anyway.

Scott Harris, LUTCF

MID-MICHIGAN
INSURANCE
GROUP, INC.

517-664-9600

4112 S. Cedar St.
Lansing, MI 48910

Nirvana, Transcendent Insight, and
Insurance
 Few people are so enlightened to know of the insurance guru
who sits atop the world’s highest mountain of paperwork-
somewhere beyond the Forest of Regret and the Sea of Dyspepsia.
The guru speaks of simplicity, “an insurance policy is nothing
more than a contract. It is a contract that says, ‘if you give
money to an insurance company and something listed in the
contract comes to pass, you will be given money.’" Of course
the guru speaks of deductibles and conditions; but the guru
actually preaches the importance of having an insurance agent
translate the words into English.

Often the guru is asked, “why is insurance so expensive?” In
the most disarming voice the guru responds, “is insurance
expensive when you’ve been t-boned while driving westbound
on Jolly Road, totaling your Prius and lacerating your kidney,
and your insurance company must pay more than you’ve ever
paid in your premiums?” Smiling, the guru says- without
uttering a word, “of course not.” The guru is wise, and
knows insurance can be your dear friend while a loyal and
humble (and cat loving) insurance agent can be your dearest
friend.

Kathy Holcomb

ABSOLUTE
GALLERY

(517) 482-8845

307 E César E. Chávez Ave
Lansing, MI 48906

absolutegallery.net

GIFTS

Polish Pottery
 
Dinner plates, spoons, platters, and, more recently, ball ornaments and
tiny Christmas trees! Yes, all these ceramics are part of our holiday
collection, expanding our little corner of Polish pottery at the gallery.
Starting seven years ago, when we were selling them because a customer
specifically requested them, we now have an entire space for these
intricate, detailed and handcrafted pieces of art. All the Polish pottery
we have in the gallery is hand crafted with pride at many small
manufacturing companies in Boleslawiec, Poland. All of the pieces are
individually hand painted, using sponge stamps and brushes to paint the
stick and floral motifs on each piece. These patterns are first hand cut
by the artists in the sponge, after which they use the sponges and brushes
to apply the unique pattern to each piece.

In Boleslawiec, when artists are deemed qualified enough they earn the
right to create a pattern from start to finish and also sign it. These
pieces can be identified by their UNIKAT stamp on the bottom, but they
also stand out for their complex and intricate patterns. Come see if you
can spot all the UNIKAT pieces in our pottery corner at the gallery! We
encourage folks to consider a handcrafted piece of art from Poland for
their gifting needs.

Joe Vitale

COLDWELL
BANKER
HUBBELL
BRIARWOOD

(517) 712-4500

830 W Lake Lansing Rd Suite 210
East Lansing, MI 48823

JoeSellsMi.com
Joe@Cb-Hb.com

REAL ESTATE

Knowing What to Do and Not Do to
Prepare Your Home for Sale
 Prior to meeting with new clients, I hear, “We should be ready for you
in a month or two.” Which I immediately follow up with, “What are
you doing to get ready for me to see your home?”

Recently I met with a couple who were first-time home sellers. They
felt in order to sell their home in the upper $200,000 price range they
would need new stainless appliances in the kitchen, new granite counters
and hardwood floors instead of barely worn carpet. In reality, looking
through the list of recent sales of similarly priced homes in their
subdivision, and assessing how their home compared, we found: Most of
the sales didn’t have granite, half of the homes had stainless
appliances, half of the homes had carpet and the other half wood floors.
Instead of spending nearly $12,000 to update, we looked at the comparable
sales and listed in the median range of sales. This proved to be
successful: The home sold within 45 days.

We did, however, adjust the lighting to enhance the space, decluttered
space, did touch-up painting and moved around furniture to showcase the
rooms. This totaled $1,200. The clients were able to save over $10,000 in
out-of-pocket costs. This is something I regularly do with clients and
would be happy to offer the same services for you if you are even
considering selling.

Dr. Sarah Denham, D.O.

(517) 853-3704

1003 East Mount Hope
Lansing, MI 48910

MEDICAL

Holistic Weight Loss Program for
the New Year
 Like clockwork, a new year comes with another round of weight loss
resolutions; most of which will inevitably see their end in the first
three weeks of January. This time, focus on breaking this cycle and
making a change for a healthier lifestyle. Adding more physical exercise
to your routine and losing weight are great goals for the new year, but
the changes rarely last. Lifestyle changes that are more enjoyable or that
can be hobbies should be considered. Doing a detox or supplement cleanse
can be a great way to start the new year and stimulate weight loss. But
choosing the right supplement with the help of a physician can make the
difference.

Fat cells in our body are responsible for inflammation, increased risk of
cancer and hormone imbalances. Complications from obesity have now
been linked to a wide range of physical and mental health issues like
joint pains, overall fatigue and depression. Discussing your weight loss
and exercise plan with your physician will help you monitor your
progress. Overall improvement of health should remain the focus
throughout this process with an emphasis on diet changes, exercise plans,
sleep improvements, improving nutrition through quality supplements,
and better stress management. Contact Dr. Sarah Denham at CIMA to set up
an appointment for your holistic wellness consultation.

Mike Salquist

CENTRAL
PHARMACY

(517) 316-0711

1001 E Mt Hope Ave
Lansing, MI 48910

www.centralpharmacymi.com

MEDICAL

All Your Meds Organized and
Delivered to Your Doorstep
 Keeping track of all your medication on a daily basis can be challenging,
involving a lot of time and effort to get them right. Luckily, your
pharmacist can have all your medication filled, organized and delivered
to you on time! With the Dispill medication packaging program, you can
have the convenience of an innovative multi-dose packaging system, filled
by your trusted pharmacist!

They’re clearly labeled by date and time of day, giving you the comfort
of knowing you took the right medication at the right time. Each Dispill
blister pack contains 28 individual blisters that contain your prescribed
medication for a specific time (morning, noon, evening, bedtime) and
date. Additionally, this system also helps improve compliance, lower
healthcare costs and completely eliminates the stress of organizing
medications. This system is a safe way for you to adhere to your
medication schedules, especially for patients with multi dose
requirements. Patients can take it on-the-go, since this system
completely eliminated the need for pill bottles/boxes or single dose
bingo-cards. Please contact Central Pharmacy for more information about
the packaging program and for all other pharmaceutical needs.

Rick Smith MD

(517) 908-3040

1504 E Grand River Ave # 100
East Lansing, MI 48823

www.rickjsmithmd.com

PLASTIC SURGERY

Choosing Plastic Surgery
 
Making a decision to consider cosmetic surgery is a highly personal one
and navigating through the procedure can appear overwhelming during the
initial stages. A good place to start is by asking yourself why you want
surgery. One of the best reasons for getting cosmetic surgery is you want
to do something positive for yourself. Once you have made the decision to
schedule a consultation you should seek out a surgeon who is board
certified by The American Board of Plastic Surgery. This will ensure
that you are seeing a physician who has advanced training in the procedure
you are interested in.

Patients who come in with very specific requests for procedures should
understand that plastic surgery is meant to enhance or improve your
existing features. It is important to have realistic expectations about
the results that can be achieved. After a detailed consultation with Dr.
Smith, he will suggest the best procedure for your desired outcome.
Ultimately, you need to feel comfortable and confident about your
decision to have surgery. Our team is always ready to answer questions
and help in any way that we can. Take the first step and contact our
office to schedule a consultation.

GIFTS

• Always consider the value of the piece you are going to 
frame.  The value should be considered both emotional and 
economic.  Also consider how easy it would be to replace the 
piece you wish to frame; and how long you anticipate having 
the piece.  If it is something that can not be replaced, spend 
more money on the framing.  A reputable framer should “do no 
harm” and everything should be completely reversible for how 
they handle the piece.  

• Use of quality materials.  There are various grades of mate-
rials on the market today.  Chemistry is also very important in 
framing.  “Archival” is a legally regulated term by the Library 
of Congress and therefore is a better gauge for the quality of 
materials you are using.  Higher quality materials tend to be 
worth the added cost, in my honest opinion.  

• Glass should NEVER touch what’s in the frame.  Think of 
glass as being a living thing.  Ultimately it will stick to what-
ever it is touching.  There should always be at least a 2mm 
space between the framed piece and the glass; the larger the 
piece, the more space that should be allowed as the glass bows 
toward the artwork in the middle. Acrylic pieces do not require 
this spacing.

3 Points to Consider When Framing

INSURANCE
Trust us... after you've talked to us

When people buy insurance, or invest their money, they are 
taking a chance. Objectively, they are taking a huge chance.  
How many purchases do you make where you give someone 
your money and walk away with only a promise (and probably 
a receipt)? Any seasoned insurance agent or financial planner 
can tell you why their product is the best. But, we are also 
people who get a commission for, if nothing else, separating 
you from your money.  The irony of us suggesting to you, 
based on this article, trust us with your money, shouldn’t be 
lost.  

So, please don’t trust us yet. If you are curious enough to 
call us or visit us (with masks and proper social distancing), 
feel free to ask us the questions you’re most curious about. 
We will readily concede that our rates might not be the cheap-
est. The return on your investments might not be the highest 
in the industry over the next year. Honestly, we can’t know 
the unknowable.  

But what do we know? We know how to listen. We know 
how to respond. We know how to advocate. We hope that we 
know how to provide a legitimate peace-of-mind.

SCOTT HARRIS

(517) 664-9600

4112 S. Cedar St., 
Lansing, MI 48910

itsonllyinsurance.com
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Yes, just as Top of The Town 2020 was 
ready for its close-up, an unwanted guest 
on the set, known as the coronavirus, shut 
down production in March after we had 
completed the initial nominating round. 
But after some time to get things back in 
running order, Top of The Town 2020 is back 
in action. 

So, what’s up with the new contest? How 
will we avoid screwing up the votes and 
announcing the wrong winner à la Steve 
Harvey at the Oscars? Here’s how it works: 
All votes that were cast during the original 
first round will be applied to the totals from 
this re-launched first round. If a contes-
tant received 4,000 votes during the orig-
inal contest, and then 1,000 votes during 
the re-launch, their total amount of votes 
received will be 5,000.

You might remember the original first 
round had a category where we asked 
you to pick your favorite Democrat candi-
date for president. The winner was Bernie 
Sanders, with Joe Biden finishing second.

We’ve added a handful of new categories 

that commemorate the changes the world 
has had to rapidly adapt to. These include: 
Best Curbside Pickup, Best Socially Dis-
tanced Setup and Best Online Ordering. 
So, if you were impressed by how a busi-
ness changed its usual operations, be sure 
to cast your vote and let the rest of Lansing 
know. Other new categories include Best 
Cider, Best Corn Maze and Best Place to 
Buy Chrysanthemums.  

That’s not all that’s new! Determining the 
best pizza in Lansing will be an entirely new 
contest of its own. It launches next week, so 
start thinking of your favorite local place to 
dine on pie.

You’ll find all of the information you need 
to vote in the handy-dandy infograph-
ic on page 14. If you’d prefer to use snail 
mail, which we won’t shame you for, send 
your list of votes to Suzi at City Pulse, 1905 
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, 48912. And hey, 
while you’re voting, why not sign up for the 
City Pulse daily enewsletter? It’s an easy 
way to stay connected with us through 
these hectic times.  

Top of the Town

Sept. 9, 2020

1 2

Top of the Town took 5... months

Top of the 
town
2020

CONTEST

brought to you by:

Welco e to
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F •Y• I
• Votes are submitted automatically.
• Nominations are approved by City Pulse staff, 
   so please be patient
• Take your time with the ballot - log out by 
   clicking your email address and log back in any time!
• Vote in as many or as few categories as you wish!
• Votes must be received by noon on Sept. 29.

To vote by mail, write your choices on a piece of 
paper with your name and phone number 

and mail it to TOTT, City Pulse, 
1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing 48912. 

How to Vote in the

2020 Top of the Town

Select Any 
Category

After your first 
nomination or vote, 

enter your email, 
name and ZIP code

2

3

CONTEST

NOMINATE & VOTE!

Did you already vote in February?
Votes already cast will be added to the totals from this round of voting. You can vote again!

brought to you by:

1
Go to: lansingcitypulse.com

Click on the 
Top of the 

Town
Banner
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2019 Top 3 Best Pizzas:
Deluca's
The Cosmos
Art's Pub

We’re finally getting around to 
honoring the best apple cider! It’s a classic 

mid-Michigan delicacy, so it just made 
sense to add it to 
Top of the Town.

Bagels
Bakery
BBQ
Breakfast
Brunch
Burger
Chinese
Cider
Coney Dog
Dessert
Deli
Diner
Donuts
Family Friendly 
   Restaurant
Fried Chicken

Fast Food
Fish Fry
Food Truck
French Fries
Greek Restaurant
Hibachi
Ice Cream Shop
Indian Restaurant
Irish Restaurant
Italian Restaurant
Kids Eat Free Restaurant
Late Night Food
Mediterranean 
  Restaurant
Mexican Restaurant
  (non chain)

Mexican Restaurant   
  (chain)
Nachos
New Restaurant
Olive Burger
Pancakes
Pizza
Prime Rib
Ranch Dressing
Ramen
Restaurant Beer List
Restaurant for Seniors
Restaurant Wine List
Reuben
Salad (formerly 
   salad/salad bar)

Sub Sandwich
Seafood
Signature Dish
Sliders
Soup
Steak
Sushi
Tacos
Thai
Upscale Dining
Vegetarian/Vegan/
   Gluten Free Restaurant
Wings
*Bold denotes new category

Best Dining Categories

Where's the  pizza?!

We’ve decided that the battle of the 
best pizza in Lansing deserves a contest of 
its own! Be on the lookout for next week’s 

issue. It will have all the meaty and cheesy 
details on how to vote for 

your favorite local pizza pie.

Dining
Top of the town 2020

CONTEST

brought to you by:

An apple (cider) a day

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com
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2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

ONLINE ORDERS

El Azteco East Lansing
225 Ann St East Lansing • 517.351.9111• elazteco.net

Dine in & Carry Out available 

Margarita’s to go!

Come Enjoy The Rooftop Patio

Take Out Always Available

Dublin Square Irish Pub 

DUBLIN SQUARE  
327 Abbot Rd East Lansing • 517.351.2222 • dublinsquarepub.us

Patio seating with music
Kitchen open til 10PM everyday

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

• Best Mexican
• Best Socially
   Distanced Patio

Best Irish 
Restaurant

Best Socially
Distanced 

Patio

NOW OPEN!
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Monday-Thursday 
11AM-10PM

Friday 11AM-10:45PM
Saturday 

11AM-10:30PM 
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17  
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

DINE IN or CARRY OUT

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

WILDLIFE PUB 

Treat Yourself To An “Up North” Feeling… Without The Drive!  

Largest deck in Michigan under glass roof… 3,600 sq.ft.—Rain… no problem! 

Plenty of room for social distancing. Empty table between each seated. 

1 offer per 
person. 
Expires 

10/2/20. 

Bengel Wildlife Center - 7 mi. from MSU. 6380 Drumheller Rd., Bath, MI 

All food cooked to 
order on outdoor 
Bar-B-Q grill. 

WILDLIFE PUB 

Treat Yourself To An “Up North” Feeling… Without The Drive!  

Largest deck in Michigan under glass roof… 3,600 sq.ft.—Rain… no problem! 

Plenty of room for social distancing. Empty table between each seated. 

1 offer per 
person. 
Expires 

10/2/20. 

Bengel Wildlife Center - 7 mi. from MSU. 6380 Drumheller Rd., Bath, MI 

All food cooked to 
order on outdoor 
Bar-B-Q grill. 

$1
domestic 
beer or 

well drink 
w/coupon

1 offer per 
person

Expires 10/3/20

Enjoy the Beautiful View of Nature & Wildlife on the Waterfront!
Largest deck in Michigan under a glass roof - 3,600 sq. ft.

Rain? No problem!
Bengel Wildlife Center • 6380 Drumheller Rd., Bath

7 miles from MSU

Best Bar Categories

Now that bars are open again — at 
limited capacity and with social distancing 

precautions — we can enjoy our favorite local 
brews and spend some much-needed time at 

our favorite  watering holes. Last year’s victor was 
Lansing Brewing Co. Situated downtown right near 
the baseball stadium, Lansing Brewing Co. has a 
wide selection of its own in-house brews and a 
menu full of delicious bar-friendly comfort food. 

Will it repeat its title? Well, that’s up to you!

Have a drink

2019 Top 3 Best 
Lansing Area Breweries:
Lansing Brewing Co.
Ellison Brewery + Spirits
BAD Brewing Co.

bar
Top of the town 2020

CONTEST

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com

Cocktails
Dance Bar
Gay/Lesbian Bar
Food
Happy Hour
Jam Night
Karaoke

Lansing Area Brewery
Margarita
Neighborhood Bar
Open Mic Night
Pub/Tavern
Spartan Sports Hangout
Sports Bar
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2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

AWARD WINNING BBQ + 18 TAPS 
OF PURE GOLDEN JOY = A GREAT TIME! 

18 ROTATING CRAFT, MICHIGAN MADE AND 
3 DOMESTIC BEERS ON TAP 

VOTED BEST BBQ IN THE
TOP OF THE TOWN CONTEST
FROM DAY ONE! 

CARNIVORES
LOVE MEAT! 

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

#1 BEST BBQ 2013, 
2014, 2015, 2016, 

2017, 2018 AND 2019

LOVE MEAT! LOVE MEAT! 
CONTEST

2020

VOTE FOR US!
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Vote for Crunchy’s for
• Burger
• Karaoke
• Comedy Night
• Happy Hour
• Pub/Restaraunt
• Open Mic Night
• Spartan Sports Hangout
• Best Hangout for Students

254 W Grand River Ave
East Lansing

www.crunchyseastlansing.com

Follow on 
Facebook.com/crunchyseastlansing 
for exclusive deals and promotions

CONTEST

2020

BEST in:

Change a life forever.
Literacy volunteers needed.

Professional training and support.
Call the 

Capital Area Literacy Coalition
517-485-4949

www.thereadingpeople.org

Change a life forever.

Literacy volunteers needed.
Professional training and support.

COVID Safety measures taken

Read to Succeed • GED Program
Adult Literacy • English as a Second Language

Call the
Capital Area Literacy Coalition

517-485-4949
thereadingpeople.org

Biggby
Bowling Alley
Coffee Shop 
   (non-Biggby)
Corn Maze
Comedy Night
Dog Park
Escape Room Venue

Golf Course
Hangout for Seniors
Hangout for Students
Hangout Solo
Haunted Attraction
Local Attraction for Kids
Movie Theater
Music Venue

Nature Center
Non-Bar or 
   Restaurant Date
Patio
Place of Worship
Place to Play Pinball
Place to 
   Play Video Games

Place to Shoot Pool
Place to Sled
Public Park
Smoke Shop/
   Hookah Lounge
Tabletop Gaming
Trivia Night
*Bold denotes new category

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

We’ve all spent a lot of time cooped up indoors this year. It’s obviously 
a necessary sacrifice due to the pandemic, but that doesn’t mean we 

can’t commemorate our favorite places to hangout. We’ve also added a 
new category: Best Corn Maze. It’s just in time for Halloween, which is right 

around the corner! Last year’s champion was Hawk Island Park. Hawk Island 
Park is currently open, so you can still go on a walk through its 

winding woodland trails and enjoy the breeze on the boardwalk. 
It’s still just as beautiful as ever.

Best Hangouts Categories

Hang out outside 2019 Top 3 
Places to Sled:
Hawk Island Park

Deadman's Winter 
Sports Complex

Frandor - Ranney 
Park

hangouts 
Top of the town 2020

CONTEST

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com
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Best Socially 
Distanced 

Patio
CleatsBarAndGrille.com

517-574-4008M-F 4PM-9PM 
Sa Noon-9PM

5801 North Aurelius Road
Inside the Hope Sports Complex

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

Vote for us 
in the Top 

of the 
Town 

Contest

Help us win 
Best 

Fish Fry 
& Best Fried 

Chicken

2417 E. Kalamazoo, Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 993-5988 • www.eastsidefishfry.com

The only American owned & operated fish fry

Delivery available through delivery.com

Featured on 
Diners,  

Drive-Ins &  
Dives More than 

Fish! 
Burgers & 

Steak fresh off 
the Grill, too!

BUY any
DINNER
GET 2ND
DINNER
50% OFF

One per customer
Expires 12/31/20
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Discover diverse books that reflect the world’s many cultures 
and experiences. Reading lists for all ages include topics like

Social Injustice, Diverse Abilities, Immigration and more.

Details and free sign-up 
are at cadl.org/woke. 

Online
Reading
Challenge
Sept. 15–Oct. 31 

#booksmatter

READ
WOKE

A 2020 Top of the Town Nominee, 
Really Makes You Think brings the latest 
social media discourse right to your ears! 

The Lansing-based hosts rip headlines from the front page, 
trending tab, Linkedin, and even our 

local neighborhoood Facebook groups. 

Download on Spotify, Apple Podcasts or 
wherever you get podcasts. 

Visit rmyt.org for more information.

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

625 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing • 517.580.8611
goodfellasbageldeli@gmail.com
M-F 7-3 • Sa 9-3 • Su #forgetaboutit

Serving bagel sandwiches and waffles 
you’ll kill for, coffee & more

Carryout • Dine-In
Delivery through DoorDash

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN 1135 E GRAND RIVER 

EAST LANSING
(517) 332-0858 OPEN 7 DAYS 10AM-4AM

buy a slice
GET ONE
FREE!
Dine in or carry out only. 

Limit 2 per customer per visit.
Exp. 9/30/2020

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

Artist (person)
Choral Group
Classical Musician
Club DJ
Country Artist/Band
Cover Band
Experimental Musical Act
Folk Artist/Band

Hip-Hop Artist/Group
Jazz Musician
Local Theatre Group
Pottery Studio
Public Art/Sculpture
Punk/Metal Group
Rock Artist/Band

Your favorite television shows; your favorite 
movies, music — the only reason you get to 
enjoy these wonderful things is because of 

the dedicated artists that make them possible. 
Right now, they need your support more than 

ever. StarFarm, voted Best Cover Band, is a 
Lansing staple — seriously, how many parties 
do they play a year? Hopefully, they can get 

back onstage sooner than later.

2019 Top 3 
Best Cover Band:
Starfarm
Tell Yo Mama
Shelby and Jake

local artists
Top of the town 2020

CONTEST

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com

Best Local Artists Categories

Art is life
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B E S T  H A I R  S T Y L I S T  - A S H L E Y  M E D I N A
S E C O N D  P L A C E  - D AY  S PA  & N A I L  S A L O N

R U N N E R  U P  - M A S S A G E  S T U D I O

T H A N K Y O U
LANSING

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

• BEST Neighborhood Bar
• BEST Pub/Tavern
• BEST French Fries
• BEST Burger

(517) 374-0390
7803 E. Kalamazoo
Established 1947

Great Spartan Sports hangout

Dagwood's for :

CONTEST

2020

Vote 



$1295

404 N. Verlinden, Lansing • 517.484.9661

HARRY’S PLACE

404 N. Verlinden, Lansing    517.484.9661

All-you-can-eat Fish Fry
Fridays 4pm-8pm

$1195

THANKS FOR MAKING US 
Final Five Best Fish Fry and Final Five 

Best Gay/Lesbian Bar!
Please give us one more vote!

CONTEST

2020

VOTE 
FOR US 
IN THIS 
YEARʼS 
CONTEST!

Best Neighborhood Bar
Best Fish Fry

Best Trivia Night

All-You-Can-Eat 
Fish Fry

Fridays 4 to 8 PM

24 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • September 9, 2020

Vote for the Nuthouse 
Sports Grill in 2020! 

Every vote counts!

2019

Best Sports Bar!

420 E Michigan Ave  •  Lansing
nuthousesportsgrill.com

(517) 339-7255 • MortonsFineCatering.com
Weddings • Corporate Events  •  Private Functions

(517) 339-7255 • MortonsFineCatering.com
Weddings • Corporate Events • Private Functions

CONTEST

2020

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST

2019

Advocate/Activist
Bartender
Brewer
Budtender
CATA Bus Driver
Chef
College Instructor
Comedian
Cosmetic Surgeon
Dance Instructor
Developer
Esthetician

Food Delivery Person
Hair Stylist
High School Coach
High School Teacher
Local TV News Personality
Massage Therapist
Mayoral Candidate
   in 2021
Personal Trainer
Piercer
Police Officer

Radio DJ
Realtor
Restaurant 
  Waitstaff Person
Tattoo artist
Best Local Politician
Worst Local Politician
Best State/
   National Politician
Worst State/
   National Politician

We’re in the middle of another grueling election 
year and it’s definitely highlighting how polar-

ized of a country the United States has become. 
Top of the Town 2020 will sample where Lansing 

stands by gathering your opinions on which poli-
ticians are the best, and which politicians are just 

the absolute worst. You’ll find categories to pick 
your favorite presidential candidate, and you’ll 

also find new categories to choose your favorite 
local politicians in Ingham, Eaton and Clinton 
counties. And don’t forget to cast your vote on 

who Lansing’s next mayor should be.

people 
Top of the town 2020 

CONTEST

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com

Best People Categories

Decision 2020

Schor or Bernero? Who should be Lansing's next mayor.
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VOTED TOP JEWELER FOR THE LAST 3 YEARS! 517-267-7600 

2019
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andy ts

Beautiful 
blooms

MUMS
ARE HERE!

Customer Reviews

Store Hours
Monday – Saturday 8 AM – 8 PM | Sunday 10 AM – 6 PM

The best staff and quality equipment at affordable prices

“Very knowledgeable 
and courteous employees. 

Fair and  
competitive prices.”

~John Smith

“Great store.  
Employees were the best.

Support your 
local businesses”

~Steve Serr

“Friendly staff, always 
someone to help you 
without being pushy. 

Great selection, prompt 
service and delivery.”

~Anthony Bahm

GILBERTS DEWITT 
HARDWARE  
(517)669-1200 

12900 Old US 27 Dewitt, MI 48820 
GilbertsHardware.DoItBest.com

SPEND $25 GET $5OFF

Gilberts 
Hardware Store

• Paint • Hardware • Lawn & Garden •
• Equipment Rentals •

CHECK OUT OUR 
GRILL LAYAWAY 

PROGRAM!

VOTE FOR GILBERTS
BEST HARDWARE STORE!

BUY 2 FOR 
$1.49/GAL.

Clean glass, mirrors, ceramics 
and stainless steel with

All Purpose Cleaning Vinegar. 

(normally $4.49 each)

The perfect 
household cleaner!

Layaway for 4 months
Put the Grill under the tree!

Layaway for 
8 months

Get a New Grill 
By Memorial Day!

CONTEST

2020
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Buddies 
East Lansing

3048 E Lake Lansing Rd
East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 333-9212

Hours
Monday - Saturday: 

11am to 2am
Sunday: 12pm to 1am

Buddies 
Holt

2040 Aurelius Rd #13
Holt, MI 48842

(517) 699-3670

Hours
Monday - Thursday: 

11am to 12am
Friday & Saturday: 

11am to 2am
Sunday: 9am to 12am

Buddies 
Okemos

1937 W Grand River Ave
Okemos, MI 48864

(517)-347-0443

Hours
Monday - Saturday: 

11am to 2am
Sunday: 8:30am to 1am

Bold flavors ◊ Traditional classics ◊ Great drinks 
Discover your new favorite spot! 

Proud to be locally owned and operated

CONTEST

2020

Vote for us in 

Best Nachos - of course!
Best Brunch
Best Family Friendly 
   Restaurant
Best Sports Bar

COME 
CHECK OUT THE 

NEW ITEMS ON OUR 

MENU!

We're Moving!
Lansing's ONLY 

Baby Boutique is growing! 

Opening Sept. 19th 

100 E. Cesar E Chavez Ave.

Old Town, Lansing.

Car Seats   Strollers   Toys   Gifts

New

Tu
rn

er
 S

t.

E. Cesar E Chavez Ave.

W
as

hi
ng

to
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NOW (re)OPEN
 
NEW HOURS
    Tuesday–Saturday, 12–5pm
        Reserve your free tickets online

broadmuseum.msu.edu

Cash Back
When You Open
an Auto Loan

$100 cash back offer valid on auto, RV, and boat loans of $20,000 
or more opened 9/1/2020 – 10/31/2020. Qualifying members 
will receive $100 deposited into their accounts within 4-6 weeks 
of loan disbursal. Offer valid for new loans and loans refinanced 
from another financial institution; offer does not apply to refi-
nances of existing MSUFCU auto, RV, or boat loans. Offer valid on 
direct and indirect loans for existing members only. Indirect new 
members not eligible. Cannot be combined with any other auto/
RV/boat loan offers. 

Our new branch in Holt is now open, and we’re celebrating 
with limited-time offers including $100 cash back when you 
finance your vehicle with MSUFCU.

msufcu.org  •  800-678-4968
Apply Today!

8741 SAGINAW HWY. SUITE J • LANSING

517.627.9900 
hhjewelrydesign.com

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

Engagement & Wedding Rings
Custom Jewelry Design

Appraisals
Shop Online

Accountant/CPA Firm
Apartments
Audiologist/Hearing Firm
Auto body Repair Shop
Auto Repair Shop
Bank
Barber Shop
Bicycle Shop
Car Wash/
   Detailing Service
Caterer/Catering Co
Cemetery
Chiropractic Office
Cleaning Service

Cleaning Service
Curbside 
   Pickup Service
Credit Union
Dance Studio
Day Spa
Dentist Office
Development
Dry Cleaners
Financial Planner/Co.
Funeral Home
Gym/Fitness Studio
Heating/Cooling/
   Plumbing Co.

Businesses have been forced to adapt to new ways 
to provide their services due to the pandemic and 
Top of the Town 2020 is honoring that with two new 
categories: Best Curbside Pickup and Best Online 

Ordering. If a business wowed you with how efficiently 
they were able to provide services, be sure to let them 

know with your vote and/or nomination. Douglas J. 
was voted Best Day Spa in last year’s contest and for 
good reason. A trip over there is the perfect way to 

spend a relaxing afternoon that will leave you looking 
and feeling oh-so pretty.

services 
Top of the town 2020 

CONTEST

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com

Show love to your favorite 
services

Best Services Categories

2019 Best Day Spa:
Douglas J. Salon
Bliss Salon Spa 
Boutique
Zoe Life Spa and 
Salon
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Home Health Care Co.
Insurance Agent/Agency
Landscaping Co.
Laser Hair Removal
Lawyer/Law Firm
Marijuana 
   Provisioning Center

Massage Studio
Most Trustworthy Business
Music Lessons
Nail Salon
News Source
Nonprofit Organization 
   (Local)

Oil Change
Online Ordering 
Optometrist
Pest Control Co
Pet Grooming
Pharmacy
   (Locally owned)
Photographer/
   Photography Service
Post Office
PR Firm
Property 
   Management Co.
Radio Station

Residential 
   Remodeling Co.
Salon
Senior Living
Tailor/Seamstress
Tanning
Tattoo Parlor
Therapist/
   Therapist Service
Towing Company
Veterinarian Services
Wedding Services
Yoga Studio

Top of the town 2020 
services categories 

continued

CONTEST

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com
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WE’VE GOT BREAKFAST 
PIZZA

809 E Kalamazoo St.
www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY FROM 7:30AM-10PM

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWNOUR PATIO IS OPEN!

T R U S T E D  W O R L D W I D E  S I N C E  1 9 7 2
BUY • SELL • TRADE • NEW & USED INSTRUMENTS • ACCESSORIES

48
YEARS
48
YEARS

A 
for
Every
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Announcing new store hours!
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frontroomunderfashions.com

@FrontRoom
Underfashions

CONTEST

2019

Vote for us
2020 Best

CONTEST

2020

Antique Shop
Art Gallery
Asian Market
Beer Selection in 
  Retail Store
Bookstore 
  (locally owned)

Butcher
Candy Shop
CBD Store/Boutique
Cheese Dept.
Clothing Store 
  (locally owned)
Comic Shop
Consignment Shop
Farmers Market
Furniture Store
Gardening Center

Gas Station
Gift Shop
Grocery Store 
   (locally owned)
Hardware Store
Hot Tub/Pool/Sauna 
Store
Indoor Grow Shop
Jewelry Store
Liquor Store
Musical Instrument Store

New this year in Best Shopping is Best Place 
to Buy Chrysanthemums and Best Socially 
Distanced Setup. Who doesn’t love a nice 
chrysanthemum? And we can’t forget the 
stores that go the distance in ensuring a 
safe shopping experience. You can show 

your appreciation for them with a vote and/
or nomination. Greater Lansing has some 
amazing farmers markets to choose from, 

and voters last year named Meridian 
Farmers Market as the local crown jewel.

Shopping 
Top of the town 2020

CONTEST

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com

Best Shopping Categories

Where to go for what you need

2019 Best Farmers Market:
Meridian Farmers Market
Allen Farmers Market
Holt Farmers Market
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Shopping 
Top of the town 2020 continued

CONTEST

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com
Place to buy Mums
New Business
Organic/Natural Market
Outdoor/Camping Store
Pawn/Secondhand Shop

Pet Store
Quality Dairy
Record/CD Store
Sex Shop
Social Distance Set Up

Thift Shop
Tire Store
Used Car Dealership
Vape Shop
Video Game Store

Wine Shop
Business with a Store Pet 
*Bold denotes new category
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SUPPORT 
LOCAL 

RESTAURANTS
GOOD TRUCKIN’

DINER
1107 S. Washington Ave, Lansing
goodtruckin.com • 517-253-7961

Sm

STRANGEMATTERCOFFEE.COM
VOTE FOR LANSING’S PURRFECT BREW

Ah yes, Best Whatever — AKA the categories that just 
didn’t fit anywhere else. Here you’ll find a 

smorgasbord of random stuff like Best Outdoor 
Adventure. Last year, Lansing voted Fitzgerald Park 
in Grand Ledge (or the Ledges) as the Best Place 
to Go Adventuring.  If you haven’t been there yet, 
set aside a day and go visit it. Seriously, it’s one of 

Greater Lansing’s most beautiful hidden gems.

Casino
Category We 
   Didn't Think Of
Cleanest Public Restroom
Day Trip
Local Event/Festival
Eye Candy Building
Facebook group
High School
Historical Place
Instagram

Local Art Festival
Local podcast
Outdoor Adventure
Place to Work
Science Event
Twitter
Urban Farm
WIFI Spot
Worst Eyesore
Worst Pothole

best whatever 
Top of the town 2020

CONTEST

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com

2019 Best Outdoor Adventure:
The Ledges at Fitzgerald Park
Potter Park Zoo
River Trail

Best Whatever Categories

The "kitchen sink" category

Sign Up for Our Email Newsletter
& Get the 

Digital Edition in your
Inbox FREE by 6AM

Every Wednesday!
We work hard to keep you 

informed and up to date on the 
issues that matter most to you.

Stay aware with local news right at your fingertips!

Sign up on lansingcitypulse.com

A day before it is posted online.



City Pulse • September 9, 2020  www.lansingcitypulse.com 33

1434 E. Jolly Rd., Lansing, • Garden Center 517.882.3115

PERRENIELS - Buy 1 Get 1 FREE

Lansing
   Gardens

We also have great services!
• Lawn Clean Up • Mulching • Irrigation 
• Landscaping • Lawn Care • Fertilizer
• TLC for the beautiful space of relaxation
   and enjoyment for the whole family
• Mulch, Soil and Stone Delivery AvailableExcludes Floral Shop

10% off
Everything 

Delivery Not Included, Must 
Present Coupon

MUMS HAVE
ARRIVED!

Contact the office at 517-322-2671 
for Outdoor Beautification Services

MON-SAT 8-6
SUNDAY 10-3

GARDEN
VEGGIES
NOW
AVAILABLE!

50% off
Select Pond Supplies

While Supplies Last!

FREE 
ANNUALS 

WITH 
DONATION 

TO LANSING 
FOOD BANK

Fantastic Alterations
Vote for us!Thank you for all of the Community Support that helped 

Fantastic Alterations make it through these difficult times. 
We love what we do and appreciate you all so very much.
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No News Is 
Bad News

In times of uncertainty, rest assured that as 
your community newspaper, we are 
working hard with official resources to keep 
you informed and up to date on the issues and 
developments that matter most to you.

Keep the news 
coming by supporting 

City Pulse
Please contribute to the 

City Pulse Fund for Community Journalism 
To contribute by credit card, go to 
www.lansingcitypulse.com 

and click on the banner ad at the top of the page
Call (517) 999-6704

Mail a check made out to 
City Pulse Fund

1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912
All donations are tax deductible. 

Top of the town 2020

CONTEST

brought to you by:

Vote at lansingcitypulse.com
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2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

2019

We’d like to thank all our loyal customers for 
putting up with us for Ten Years!

5525 S. Cedar 9AM-9PM

3205 W. Saginaw 9AM-Midnight

9927 Grand River Ave. Brighton
112 South main St. Leslie

CBD candy, lotions, pain creams, 
vape liquid tinctures, dog treats
kratom, kava, kanna, organics

disc golf, new mods, dime bags, detox
COME CHECK US OUT!

5525 S. Cedar 9AM-9PM 3205 W. Saginaw 9AM-Midnight

CONTEST

2020

VOTE FOR US!
Best Smoke Shop
Best Vape Shop

HALF 
OFF

1 Kratom Shot 
or 

Bag of 
Kratom 

Gummies

9927 Grand River Ave. Brighton

Salt Juice and 
Smok Mods
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2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

$10 off
your purchase of
$30 or more

IT’S COOL TO SHOP AT

$10 OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE OF 
$30 OR MORE!

Decades Vintage 
is located inside 

Kellie’s Consignments 
and is 

FULL of vintage 
fashions from the 50’s, 

60’s, 70’s & 80’s!

Legacy Jeweler is 
located inside 

Kellie's Consignments 
and is a FULL service 
jewelry store offering 

Gold, Diamonds, 
Custom Design, 

Appraisals and Repair!

Kellie’s offers 
fashions for teens, 
ladies, women and 
gentlemen, purses, 
jewelry, furniture, 
home decor and 

more in our
24,000 square foot 

building!

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN
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2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN
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ARTS & CULTURE ART • BOOKS • FILM • MUSIC

By SKYLER ASHLEY
In lieu of a traditional concert sea-

son — all previously announced shows 
have been pushed back to 2021 — Ten 

Pound Fiddle is 
using its website 
to host a digital 
season of live 
recordings cap-
tured at con-

certs from the past decade. 
Longtime Fiddle booking master-

mind Sally Potter Each said the con-
certs have been handpicked for their 
quality, so folk music fans will have 
access to recordings straight from the 
sound board, mastered and edited by 
Matt Watroba, that represent the best 
of the best Ten Pound Fiddle concerts. 
The web page dedicated to the record-
ings also provides links for people to 
donate directly — Ten Pound Fiddle 
does not collect a percentage — to the 
featured performing artists. The first 
concerts featured by the digital season 
are performances in 2010 and 2013 by 
The Steel Wheels.

“We have most of the Ten Pound 

Fiddle shows recorded. This was all 
done with permission of the artists. 
All we’ve ever done with them is save 
them,” Potter said. “We have a stack of 
CD’s from the last 10 or 15 years. I went 
through and picked a wide variety of 
fabulous shows.”

Like all arts institutions, Ten Pound 
Fiddle suffered a massive blow from 
the coronavirus. Potter said it was a 
tough process to postpone shows and 
say goodbye to an entire season of 
concerts, community sings and Fiddle 

Scout meetings. 
“We are calling this year a sabbati-

cal. The live music industry is wonder-
ing when the crowds can come back. 
Booking agents aren’t sure when they 
can spend their time to book events. 
It’s tragic,” Potter said.

Potter cited European countries such 
as Germany as being closer to the over-
all normalcy necessary for the return 
of live music and concert halls, and 
expressed frustration with the feder-
al government’s slow response to the 

coronavirus pandemic. 
“In Germany, people are coming to 

concert halls and standing 6 feet apart. 
They are incredibly careful. They’re 
inching their way back to what we used 
to do. We aren’t even close,” Potter said. 

With the downtime, Potter said Ten 
Pound Fiddle will instead focus on 
three projects: building an archive of 
Fiddle-related literature, interviewing 
important figures that helped build 
Ten Pound Fiddle and, eventually, pub-
lishing a magazine that commemorates 
its upcoming 50th anniversary. Potter 
said a lot of the materials are being pre-
served by Michigan State University’s 
Special Collections. 

With musicians across the board 
facing tough times, Ten Pound Fiddle 
managed to provide some pay to the 
artists who had scheduled appearances 
in Lansing postponed. Checks totaling 
over $4,000 were mailed out back in 
March, when the pandemic began. The 
payments were possible, Potter said, 
because the majority of tickethold-
ers generously chose not to request 
refunds.

Ten Pound Fiddle launches virtual concert archive

To check out the 
digital concert 
series visit 
tenpoundfiddle.org

Virginia folk band 
The Steel Wheels 
is the first artist to 
be featured by Ten 
Pound Fiddle's digital 
concert archive.

By SKYLER ASHLEY
Thrift  Witch, a REO Town 

Marketplace thrift store that a 
made a name for itself thanks to its 
year-round Halloween theme, has 
reopened at a new address in Old 
Town. Its soft opening saw a crowd 
of people shopping for spooky vin-
tage goods, ranging anywhere from 
custom jewelry to Ouija boards. 

“We had a great time. It feels like 
we’re onto something. We’re already 
low on product,” owner Tiesha King 
said. “The east side of Lansing came 
out strong. I had friends come in 
and a barrage of people I didn’t even 
know.” 

When her marketplace lease was up 
and she was faced with the precipice 
of closing her shop for good, King 
said a push from Ted Stewart, owner 
of neighboring Old Town thrift shop 

Metro Retro, inspired her to set up 
shop in a new neighborhood.

“We took a huge leap of faith. It 
was a hard sell for me. Ted, who I 
call the godfather of Lansing thrift, 
pushed me to switch in the first place. 
He said, ‘Girl, no. Come down here to 
Old Town. This is where you belong.’ 
He even found the space for me.”

King said Colleen Kelly, own-
er of The Avenue Café, and Dawne 
Botke-Coe, owner of Triple Goddess 
Bookstore, also pushed her to make 
the move to Old Town. 

King said the larger space will 
allow to her greatly expand the Thrift 
Witch operation. She said 
the small booth in the 
REO Town Marketplace 
did not provide the room 
necessary to stock all of 
the products she acquires 
from different vendors. “I 
had to start turning people 
down because I just ran 
out of space. I’ve got peo-
ple down in Indiana, Ohio 
and Detroit that want to 
be vendors with me,” King 
said.

King will also use the 
new shop to further 
expand her other business, 
The Dark Art of Michigan. 
The Dark Art of Michigan 
is a series of performanc-

es that feature live music, painting, 
burlesque and pop-up marketplaces. 
The new Thrift Witch will provide a 
sort of de facto headquarters to sell 
more products from recurring Dark 
Art vendors. 

Gothic thrift shop relocates to Old Town
Thrift Witch Vintage
1219 Turner St., Lansing
Wednesday-Saturday, 
noon to 7 p.m.
Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. 
Facebook.com/
ThriftWitchVintage

Skyler Ashley/City Pulse

Thrift Witch owner Tiesha King at her shop's new 
location in Old Town. 

Courtesy
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COLD CASE DISCUSSION 
NPR’s Cheyna Roth
September 14 · 7pm

NPR radio’s Cheyna Roth is joining us 
virtually to talk about all things true 
crime and her book, Cold Cases: A True 
Crime Collection.

UNLIKELY HEROES, EX-
TRAORDINARY ROMANCE
WIth Melissa Storm & Dana Becker 

(Avi Steinberg)
September 16 · 7pm

Melissa Storm and Dana Becker (Avi 
Steinberg) stop in to virtually talk about life 
as romance authors and their new books. 

TO COACH A KILLER
With Victoria Laurie
September 10 · 7pm

Victoria Laurie is stopping by (virtually!) 
with the second book in her newly 
released series titled, To Coach A Killer.

ALL THE WAYS TO SHOP
Whatever is most comfortable for 
you, we’ll meet you there with a 

book, and a smile.

Shop in store, order ahead for curbside 
pick-up (call 517.349.8840) or

ship to home with an online order at 
SchulerBooks.com.

Store Hours:
10am-7pm Mon–Sat,
11am-6pm Sundays

REGISTER FOR VIRTUAL EVENTS ON 
OUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK PAGE:

Facebook.com/SchulerBooks
SchulerBooks.com/Event

Meridian Mall · Okemos

Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m. 
332-0332 s We validate parking

For online store and GoFundMe links,
go to curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m. 
332-8444 s Free Parking.  Email us at

 thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

We have books you always 
wanted but never knew existed!

Quality Used Books at Great Prices!

Find us on Facebook!

By BILL CASTANIER
Detroiter Richard Bak has written 

nearly 30 books, many of them about 
Detroit sports legends, including Joe 
Louis, Turkey Stearns, Ty Cobb and 
Sparky Anderson. But he may have 
saved the best for his newest book, 
“When Lions Were King,” which 
chronicles the Detroit Lions’ gridiron 
dominance back in the ’50s.

The Lions posted a regular season 
record of 68-48-4 during the ’50s, 
which included some abysmal seasons 
in the later half of the decade. But 
it was their postseason record that 
soared — from 1951 through 1957 the 
team won four divisional titles. 

Bak chronicles the team’s incredible 

run of postseason victo-
ries, which including three 
National Football League 
Championships against the 
Cleveland Browns, another 
football superpower at the 
time.

Bak brings the Lions 
to life through the eyes 
of players like Bobby 
Layne, Doak Walker, Joe 
Schmidt and my favorite, 
at least for having a cool 
name, Howard “Hopalong” 
Cassady.

Early in his book, Bak 
puts the Lions’ ’50s super-
power team in perspec-
tive. He writes: “Sixty-plus 
seasons have come and 
gone since the Lions last 
reigned as champions, one 
of the longest ongoing title 
droughts in all of profes-
sional sports.”

The book comes to life 
when Bak delves into 
the superstars, especial-
ly Layne and Walker, and the Lions’ 
one-of-a kind coach, Bobby Parker.

“Despite their record, the ’50s Lions 
never get much respect. A lot of sur-
viving players told me that,” Bak said.

According to Bak, part of that is due 
to Lions’ winning ways coming before 
the intersection of TV and sports.

For his book, Bak interviewed 20 
former players, fans and wives. By the 
time he began the book, Bak said a lot 
of players had already died. 

“Fortunately there was a tremen-
dous lot of contemporaneous report-
ing — especially from the three 
Detroit Newspapers at the time. There 
also were Sports Illustrated and Sport 
magazine.”

“To be successful in the era of 
before television, teams had to fill the 
seats,” Bak added. And the Lions did 
just that. At the home field of Briggs 
Stadium, the team seemed unbeat-
able.

Bak said he uses his writing to bring 
sports experience to life. “I want read-
ers to smell the wet wool, cigar smoke, 
hot dogs on the grill and the crackling 
of thousands of transistor radios.”

Like most Lions fans, Walker 
and Layne were his favorite players. 
“Overall, Doak Walker is my favorite. 
Doak and Bobby were best friends 
until they died,” Bak said. 

He writes: “After a decade in the 
NFL, Layne, the Lion’s quarterback, 
was an authentic folk hero.” His off-

field antics added to his reputation. 
Layne was charismatic and hand-
some, but it was well recognized that 
he drank and smoked heavily. 

Sports fans in the ’50s liked to say 
Layne would start a game drunk and 
by the third quarter, when he was 
sobering up, he would be ready for 
another one of his remarkable come-
from-behind victories.

Bak disagrees with that shibboleth. 
“In my books, I dispel commonly held 
beliefs and that is one of the myths,” 
he said.

That’s not to say that Bobby Layne 
didn’t tip a few at the Stadium Bar, 
or at the more infamous Lindell A.C. 
In his book Bak, writes: “Some have 
claimed the Lindell A. C. of the ’50s 
was the first sports bar in the country.”

Most players were rough and tum-
ble in that era and there were numer-
ous bar fights. Bak writes about when 
a number of players visited the White 
Spot, “an all-night burger joint in 
Ann Arbor,” where they got into a 
fight with some high school football 
players. Everyone was arrested. They 
pled guilty, received fines and were 
released.

There were moments where Layne’s 
“after dark sight-seeing” might have 
cost the Lions a game or two. Bak 
writes of such an incident during 
a 1953 trip to the West Coast. He 
writes: “As Lion’s president Edward 
Anderson later described it, ‘Layne 
was out half the night … it showed in 
his play, and we lost to the Rams.’”

Walker was almost a direct contrast 
to his best friend, Lane. Walker was 
no-nonsense and one of the last dual 
threats as a running back and kicker 
before retiring in 1955.

Bak writes,t after Walker thanked 
his coaches, teammates and other 
officials after his last game, he said, 
“Most of all, I want to thank the peo-
ple out there the people in the bleach-
ers. They have been wonderful.”

The book, totaling 376 pages, is 
illustrated with beautiful color and 
nostalgic black and white photos. 
Even non-football fans will revel in 
the writing, which captures an era 
when both football and the city of 
Detroit were on the rise.

Bak didn’t duck any of the tough 
topics like extreme violence, the sex-
ual peccadilloes of the players or the 
“Jim Crow” attitude of the profession-
al sports teams. As a point, Bak said, 
“The Lions’ championship teams did 
not have one black player suit up.”

Black and blue football memories of the old school Detroit Lions
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By Kyle Kaminski
You wouldn’t know Pleasantrees is a 

pot shop from a distance. It’s hard to 
tell from inside too.

Tucked into its own woodland hide-
away near Costco on Merritt Road, 
the newly renovated building is often 
confused for a day spa or some type of 
nature center, staff said. In a former 
life, it was a dental office. Since July, 
it has been a sales floor for one of the 
widest — and dankest — selections of 
medical-grade cannabis available on 
the Greater Lansing market.

Staff expect recreational sales to kick 
off before the end of October, but un-
til then you have to be a card-carrying 
patient to gain full access to this ston-
er paradise. They let me take a tour.

Finely manicured shrubs and leafy 
plants surround this tranquil space, 
with an attached rock garden and 
plenty of outdoor seating, presumably 
to relax after you’ve dropped $500 on 
weed. Security that greeted me imme-
diately upon arrival told me a family 
of deer has been known to graze out 
back. And unlike many shops that 
switched to curbside sales, Pleasant-
rees is still open for in-person shop-
ping with limited capacity, beefed-up 
social distancing measures, face masks 
and barriers. One could be forgiven for 
thinking they’ve teleported to north-

ern Michigan. 
Skymint stores in Lansing also re-

opened for in-person shopping expe-
riences late last week.

This is Pleasantrees’ only dispensary 
for now, but expansion plans are in the 
works — perhaps for a second loca-
tion in Greater Lansing, I’m told. And 
they’re all designed with one goal in 
mind: make customers feel welcome. 
Staff “guides” are there to help every 
step of the way. 

A translucent wall separates the 
goods from one of the most gorgeous 
waiting rooms I’ve seen. And inside is 
a professional and aesthetically pleas-
ing bookstores of a weed shop. Glass 
countertops fit for precious gems dis-
play several varieties of flower — all 
grown at Pleasantrees’ cultivation 
and processing powerhouse in Harri-
son County off the shores of Lake St. 
Claire. 

Top sellers: Fatso #2 and Garlic 
Sherbert. Staff recommendation: Jet 
Fuel OG. 

Behind the bud are shelves and 
shelves of edible and topical THC and 
CBD products: tinctures, cookies, 
brownies, peanut butter, hard candies, 
gummy bears, lotions, even a CBD 

Serene vibes transform East Lansing pot shop into a wooded oasis
Medical marijuana dispensary 
ramping up for recreational 
sales by October 

Lansterdam in 
Review: Pleasantrees
1950 Merritt Road
East Lansing
(517) 237-3050
enjoypleasantrees.com

See Pleasantrees, Page 36  

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

Pleasantrees storefront on Merritt Road in East Lansing, near Costco.
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suppository. 
The store also sells books, vapor-

izers, glass bubblers and bongs and 
pipes. Staff are also quick to point out 
a $6,000 limited edition Nike shoe 
suspended midair in a futuristic float-
ing display.

It’s not for sale. Don’t try to touch it. 
The team at Pleasantrees are also 

about more than stunning aesthet-
ics. In a partnership with scientists at 
Sfumato Fragrances, they’ve made ter-
penes an essential part of the cannabis 
experience. Each product has its own 
distinct terpene profile for a custom 
tailored sort of high.

Shoppers still hesitant to go out 
amid the pandemic can also be com-
forted by physical barriers at each 
checkout point and service area, 
markers to ensure social distancing 
and strategically placed sanitation sta-
tions. Only 10 shoppers can come in at 
a time and masks are mandatory.

Curbside shopping is also available; 
orders can be placed online at enjoy-
pleasantrees.com.

I’m not one to rave about interior 
design; I’d rather just go in and buy 
some pot. But with a place this stun-
ning, I couldn’t wait until they opened 
their doors for recreational sales to 
check it out. They’re open every day 
from noon to 8 p.m. See it for your-
self. Tell them I sent you and maybe 
they’ll give you a free joint. (OK prob-
ably not, but I guess you can give it a 

shot anyway.) 
Lansterdam in Review is a weekly 

column written by Kyle Kaminski, a 
City Pulse staff writer and cannabis 
enthusiast who has been smoking mar-
ijuana just about every day for the last 
decade. Kaminski samples some of the 
best bud in Greater Lansing, gets real 
high and writes about it.

FREE Local Contactless 
Delivery With Any 

Floral Order $40 Or More

16886 Turner St. Lansing • 517-327-1059

You know they 
miss seeing you! 

Send some Floral Hugs and Smiles today!

Open M-F 8-5 & 
by appointment

theplantprofessionals.com

Pleasantrees
from page 35

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

(Above) A selection of buds available 
for sale at Pleasantrees. 

(Right) Pleasantrees has an inviting 
setup indoors, and Magic Johnson's 
MSU jersey doesn't clash with the 
green theme. 

Store & Center
MADE-IN-MICHIGAN PRODUCTS ABOUND IN OUR STORE! 

Massage & Wellness

Make Yourself 
A Priority

Massages from $41
Plus Facials • Waxing 

• Body Wraps

Home & Design • Health & Wellness 
Accessories • Art Prints

Located in the Campus Town Mall next to Chipotle
541 E. Grand River Ave., Suite 5 • East Lansing

www.massageandwellnessonline.com
517-203-1113

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN
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©2019 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers Page 460 

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

"Join Up!" -- Two 
and two are indeed 
four. [#215, Aug. 
2005]
By Matt Jones

Across
1 Starts the golf game
8 Steel worker of sorts
15 All pointy and line-y
16 Season division
17 Yell directed at a much-
hated portal?
18 Speedo bunch?
19 Org.
20 "Classic Concentration" 
puzzle type
22 Word before Moines 
or Plaines
23 Target of crunches
25 "Charlotte's Web" 
author White and 
namesakes
26 In ___ (actually)
27 Voicemail message 
opener, if you know 
someone well
30 Georgia airport code
31 One-named comedian 
and host of "Celebrity 
Fit Club"
32 "What'll break if I break 
up with you" response, for 
a thuggish couple?
37 Where letters are sent 
to the mil.
38 Futuristic van Damme 
flick of 1994
39 Sweet suffix
40 Vegetarian's "Duh!" 
response to why they 
hate their formerly vegan 
pal?
43 Brit or kiddie follower
44 Actress Jillian
45 Illegal lighting
46 Early gay rights 
advocate AndrÈ
48 Campus comedy 
with a cameo by George 
Clinton
49 Wind dir.
50 Mass ___ (Boston 

thoroughfare, to locals)
51 Play cowritten by Mark 
Twain and Bret Harte
53 Prepare the day 
before
57 Drink Mencken called 
"The only American 
invention as perfect as 
the sonnet"
60 Library's attempt at 
copying milk ads?
62 Like leftovers
63 Ripken's team
64 He's a little froggy
65 Keep in check

Down
1 Fanfare noise
2 Deputy played by 
Michael Weston in the 
"Dukes of Hazzard" movie
3 They're stroked but 
not seen
4 Sarkisian, for Cher, 
once
5 Gathering dust

6 County gatherings
7 Like some refills
8 Lincoln or Grant, e.g.
9 Not-quite-ready-to-fold 
remark
10 Tayback who played 
Mel on "Alice"
11 Lang. that doesn't really 
contain that many words 
for "snow"
12 Forest floor growth
13 Blurry area, maybe
14 Witherspoon who 
played an angel in "Little 
Nicky"
21 Confidential phrase
24 Outdo in
26 Pt. of ESL
27 "If ___ be so bold ..."
28 Shat this clue has
29 Took on, as a burden
30 Redundant-sounding 
cash dispenser
31 Dominant figures
33 "___ of Me" (1993 PJ 

Harvey album)
34 Auction grouping
35 Capital home to a 
Viking Ship Museum
36 Ultra-bright
41 Go quickly
42 Muscle that makes 
things stand upright
46 Entire range
47 Trump's ex
48 Dashboard
49 Annoy your bedmate, 
in a way
52 Composer Stravinsky
54 Part of a reversal, 
maybe
55 Actor Ed in a famous 
"Tonight Show" tomahawk-
throwing stunt
56 Pigsty
58 Phone line invasion
59 Lance of the O.J. trial
61 Leave change on the 
table

SUDOKU      Beginner

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 46

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny      September 9-15, 2020

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): "It’s not that some 
people have willpower and some don’t," observes 
author James S. Gordon. "Rather, it’s that some 
people are ready to change and others are not." 
Lucky for you, Aries! Your willpower is even more 
potent than usual right now, and your willingness to 
change is growing stronger. And so very soon now, 
I expect you will reach the threshold that enables 
you to act crisply and forcefully. You will become so 
convinced that it's wise to instigate transformation 
that you will just naturally instigate transformation. 
Adjust, adapt, improvise, improve!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Psychologist Mihály 
Csíkszentmihályi is an expert on the mental state 
known as being in the flow. He defines it as what 
happens when you're completely absorbed in what 
you are doing: "immersed in a feeling of energized 
focus," with "full involvement and enjoyment in the 
process of the activity." According to my reading 
of the astrological omens, you are extra likely 
to enjoy such graceful interludes in the coming 
weeks. But I hope you will be discerning about how 
you use them. I mean, you could get into a flow 
playing video games or doing sudoku puzzles. But 
God and Life and I would prefer it if you'll devote 
those times to working on a sublime labor of love 
or a highly worthy quest.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): According to 
researcher Rosalind Cartwright, "Memory is never 
a precise duplicate of the original. It is a continuing 
act of creation." Neurologist Oliver Sacks agrees, 
telling us, "Memories are not fixed or frozen, but 
are transformed, disassembled, reassembled, 
and recategorized with every act of recollection." 
Reams of additional evidence also suggest 
that our experience of the past is always being 
transformed. In accordance with astrological 
potentials, I invite you to take advantage of this 
truth. Re-imagine your life story so it has more 
positive spins. Re-envision the plot threads so 
that redemption and rebirth are major features. 
Engage in a playful reworking of your memories 
so that the epic myth of your destiny serves your 
future happiness and success.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): All of us are 
susceptible to fooling ourselves and lying to 
ourselves. And all of us are susceptible to the 
cowardice that such self-sabotage generates. But 
the good news is that you Cancerians will have an 
expansive capacity to dissolve and rise above self-
deception in the coming weeks—and will therefore 
be able to call on a great deal of courage. As 
Cancerian author and Buddhist teacher Pema 
Chödrön says, "The essence of bravery is being 
without self-deception."

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): If you like, I will give you the 
waning crescent moon and the dawn breeze. Do 
you want them? How about sudden bursts of joy 
for no apparent reasons and a warm greeting 
from a person you thought had a problem with 
you? Would you be interested in having those 
experiences? And what about an unexpected 
insight into how to improve your financial situation 
and a message from the future about how to 
acquire more stability and security? Are those 
blessings you might enjoy? Everything I just named 
will be possible in the coming weeks—especially if 
you formulate a desire to receive them and ask life 
to provide them.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Virgo poet Mary 
Oliver was renowned for giving herself permission. 
Permission to do what? To become a different 
person from the self she had been. To shed her 
familiar beliefs and adopt new ones. To treat every 
experience as an opportunity to experiment. To be 
at peace with uncertainty. I think you'll be wise to 
give yourself all those permissions in the coming 
weeks—as well as others that would enhance your 
freedom to be and do whatever you want to be and 
do. Here's another favorite Mary Oliver permission 
that I hope you'll offer yourself: "And I say to my 
heart: rave on."

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): "The more unintelligent 
people are, the less mysterious existence seems 

to them," wrote philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer. 
I agree with that idea, as well as the converse: The 
more intelligent people are, the more mysterious 
existence seems to them. Since I expect you to be 
at the peak of your soulful intelligence in the coming 
weeks, I am quite sure that life will be exquisitely 
mysterious to you. It's true that some of its 
enigmatic qualities may be murky and frustrating, 
but I suspect that many of them will be magical and 
delightful. If you ever wanted your life to resemble 
a poetic art film, you're going to get your wish.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Comedian and 
actor Aubrey Plaza bragged about the deal she 
made. "I sold my soul to the devil," she said. "I’d 
like to thank the devil." Plaza is quite popular and 
successful, so who knows? Maybe the Prince of 
Darkness did indeed give her a boost. But I really 
hope you don't regard her as a role model in the 
coming weeks—not even in jest. What worked for 
Plaza won't work for you. Diabolical influences that 
may seem tempting will not, in the long run, serve 
your interests—and may even sabotage them. 
Besides, more benevolent forces will be available 
to you, and at a better price.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Many of you 
Sagittarians specialize in generous breakthroughs 
and invigorating leaps of truth. Often, you make 
them look easy and natural—so much so that 
people may not realize how talented you are in 
generating them. I hope you adjust for that by giving 
yourself the proper acknowledgment and credit. If 
this phenomenon shows up in the coming weeks—
and I suspect it might—please take strenuous 
measures to ensure that you register the fullness 
of your own accomplishments. To do so will be 
crucial in enabling those accomplishments to ripen 
to their highest potential.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Holocaust 
survivor and author Elie Wiesel wrote, "When 
you die and go to heaven, our maker is not going 
to ask, 'why didn't you discover the cure for such 
and such? why didn't you become the Messiah?' 
The only question we will be asked in that precious 
moment is 'why didn't you become you?'" I hope 
that serves as a stimulating challenge for you, 
Capricorn. The fact is that you are in an extended 
phase when it's easier than usual to summon the 
audacity and ingenuity necessary to become more 
fully yourself than you have ever been before. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Years ago, 
comedian Lenny Bruce observed, "Every day 
people are straying away from the church and 
going back to God." His statement is even truer 
today than it was then. Pew Research Center, a 
nonpartisan think tank, has gathered the concrete 
evidence. Church attendance was way down 
even before the pandemic struck. Now it's even 
lower. What does this have to do with you? In my 
astrological opinion, the coming months will be 
prime time for you to build your intimate and unique 
relationship with God rather than with institutions 
that have formulaic notions about who and what 
God is. A similar principle will be active in other 
ways, as well. You'll thrive by drawing energy from 
actual sources and firsthand experiences rather 
than from systems and ideologies that supposedly 
represent those sources and experiences.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Psychologist 
Carl Jung wrote, "The function of dreams is to 
restore our psychological balance by producing 
dream material that re-establishes the total 
psychic equilibrium." According to my reading of 
the astrological omens, you especially need this 
kind of action right now. To expedite your healing 
process, meditate on what aspects of your life 
might have become too extreme or one-sided. 
Where could you apply compensatory energy to 
establish better equipoise? What top-heavy or 
lopsided or wobbly situations could benefit from 
bold, imaginative strokes of counterbalance?
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A little blues, a little punk, a little 
Mod and a little sloppy. Combine 
all of those elements and you have 
the primitive sounds of The Gories. 
Formed back in 1986, they were 
outsiders from the jump. All in their 
early 20s at the time, the Detroiters 
were still new to their instruments — 
but their brilliance shined through in 
their primal passion for music. 

From its earliest days, the group 
was destined to baffle audienc-
es and turn heads at both tiny 
clubs and big garage-rock festi-
vals. Comprising Mick Collins and 
Dan Kroha on guitar/vocals and 
Peggy O’Neill behind the stripped-
down drum kit, The Gories created 
a nascent sound that ultimately 
inspired mainstream blues-punk 
bands like The White Stripes and 
The Black Keys.

“We all met because we were 
mods. We all had suits. I just stuck 
with the one suit all the time,” 
Collins recalled. “I got a suit jacket 
I liked and there was a dry clean-
er nearby that didn’t mind taking 
care of it. We’d go out and play a 
show Friday night and I’d show up 
Monday morning at the dry clean-

ers with the thing covered in sweat 
and the guy would take care of it. I 
just kept wearing it and it became 
kind of a trademark.”

When the band hit the stage in 
the mid-’80s, it was fittingly along-
side a Michigan rock icon: Rob 
Tyner of the MC5.

“Our first show was at St. 
Andrew’s Church down on the cam-
pus of Wayne State,” Collins said. 
“I have no idea how the show went, 
but the act immediately before us 
was Rob Tyner. This was, again, a 
kind of community concert series. 
Basically, you come in and sign up, 
and he went on before us, that’s all. 
It wasn’t like he opened for us. He 
was just there, he got to the sign-up 
sheet before we did.”

From then on, Collins said the 
band had its ups and downs — and 
plenty of personality conflicts. Of 
course, the group also simultane-
ously released a pile of acclaimed 
LPs and singles, as well.

“We didn’t get along, that’s why 
we broke up when we did,” Collins 
recalled. “We actually broke up 
four times total. During the six-year 
run of the band, we broke up three 

times. They were serious, full-on 
breakups. We broke up in March 
of 1990 after we’d cut a bunch of 
singles for all these people. We did 
a Sub Pop single, and an Estrus 
single. We cut all of those singles 
and we broke up. About six months 
later, the labels started calling and 
saying, ‘Where is our record?’ We 
were like, ‘Oh, yeah. We forgot 
about that. Didn’t you hear that we 
broke up?’ Then we had to go back 
in and mix them. I think we mixed 
all four of those singles in an hour 
and a half.”

“We stopped liking each other,” 
he added. “That was all. Like every 
other band, you stop liking each 
other. The European tour was in 
’92, after that we broke up for the 
final time.”

In 2009, the band surprisingly 
reunited and has toured the world 
periodically. Aside from their work 
in The Gories, two of the members 
also went on to form other legend-
ary Detroit bands. Collins fronts 
his long-time band, The Dirtbombs, 
while Kroha co-founded his long-
time outfit, The Demolition Doll 
Rods. Looking back, Collins is baf-

fled that the band ever made it out 
of the garage.

“We figured we’d have a 45 
record before the whole thing was 
over and that would have been our 
musical legacy,” he said. “I don’t 
know how it kept going from there.”

Turn it Down: A look at The Gories

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!

CITY PULSE 
MITTEN MUSIC QUIZ: 
Detroit Rock edition

1. The White Stripes featured this 
drummer

2. Scott Morgan fronted this ‘60s 
band

3. Detroit area native Deniz Tek 
fronted founded this band

4. “Danger! High Voltage” is a single 
by this Detroit band

5. This Raconteurs member is also 
known for his solo single, “Tiny 
Spark”  

          Answers on page 40

The Gories pose for an early promo photo. In 2013, a 1988 Gories show was issued by Third Man Records.  In 2015, the band released a new single, also on Third Man.

Detroit’s most primitive punk band
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Guiding Principles for Highly Successful 
Parenting  - webinar. Info at canr.msu.edu/East 
Lansing. 

MParks Foundation Virtual 5k -  September 
1-30.  For info/sign up, mparks.org/events

PeaceQuest Greater Lansing 2020 - For 
Sept. events: peacequestgreaterlansing.org. 

Special Collections Look Club: Comic Art2-
2:45 p.m. Online, MSU Libraries, East Lansing. 
bookings.lib.msu.edu. 

Virtual Diabetes Prevention Program 
Information Session - 11 a.m.-12 p.m. ready-
setprevent.org. 

Thursday, September 10
Bath Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 
James Couzens Memorial Park, 13751 Main St., 
Bath. shopbfm.org.

Break-it Make-it Tech Tear Down (Regis-
tration REQ.) - What make a cell phone run, an 
alarm clock tic and a computer, umm-- compute? 
6-7 p.m. gladl.org

Curious GLADL - Virtual Science & STEAM 
- Join us via Zoom! 3 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library. gladl.org 

 
Dimondale Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Village Square, 136 N Bridge St, Dimondale. 517-
646-0230. villageofdimondale.org. 

Lansing Pagans Night Out - 5-8:30 p.m. 
facebook.com/weaversatc

Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) - 6-7 
p.m. facebook.com/refugerecoverylansing

South Lansing Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 

Casimir Catholic Church, 800 W Barnes Ave, 
Lansing. 517-374-5700. 

Studio (in)Process at Home - 9-10 p.m. MSU 
Broad.  broadmuseum.msu.edu

Friday, September 11
Community Open Call: Women of Color 
Writing Workshop: The mysticism of writing 10 
a.m.-12 p.m. broadmuseum.msu.edu for info.

Kombucha 101  Zoom Class - 6-7:30 p.m. 
appleblossomkombucha.com

Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) - 7:30-
8:30 p.m. facebook.com/refugerecoverylansing

Saturday, September 12
Embroidery Workshop: Join the MSU Broad 
Art Lab and Solstice Handmade for an online 
workshop. 2-5 p.m. broadmuseum.msu.edu

Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) -  7:30-
8:30 p.m. facebook.com/refugerecoverylansing

VOTE Michigan Virtual Rally - 6-8 p.m. For 
info votemichiganrally.com. 

Sunday, September 13
East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Valley Court Park, 300 Valley Court, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Grandparent’s Free Day at the Zoo - 9 

a.m.-5 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S Pennsylvania 
Ave. 517-483-4222. potterparkzoo.org. 

Virtual Lansing Kidney Walk 2020 - 12:00 
p.m. 12-1 p.m. nkfm.org. 

Monday, September 14
Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) - 6-7 
p.m.  facebook.com/refugerecoverylansing

Tuesday, September 15
African American History and the 
Underground Railroad - 3:30-5 p.m. 
facebook.com/MichiganHistoryCenter

ON THE

TOWN
Events must be entered through the calendar 

at lansingcitypulse.com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the following week’s issue. 

Charges may apply for paid events to appear 
in print. If you need assistance, please call 

Suzi at (517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, September 9
2020 East Lansing Kiwanis “Virtual 
BBQ” - 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. For info and tickets: 
elkiwanis.org. 

Abolition in Michigan - The Michigan Un-
derground Railroad Heritage Gathering. 2:30-4 
p.m. facebook.com/MichiganHistoryCenter

Allen Farmers Market -  2:30-7 p.m. 2100 
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing.

Farmers’ Market Wednesdays - 3 p.m. 
Meridian Township Farmers’ Market, 5151 
Marsh Rd, Okemos. 

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 43

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 43

MITTEN MUSIC QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Meg White
2. The Rationals
3. Radio Birdman
4. Electric Six
5. Brendan Benson

VOTE FOR 
THE BEST 

IN 
TANNING!

EXPIRES 11/30/20

EXPIRES 11/30/20

2020
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VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

517-582-5100
517-712-7536 
517-256-0256

TO
ORDER

908 Elmwood Rd • Lansing

thesmokenpigbbq.com

PICK UP • CURBSIDE • GrubHub • Doordash

BUY ONE ENTREE 
GET ONE HALF OFF!
Coupon good in store only (not with 3rd party delivery service.) 

Expires 9/30/2020

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN
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buy one 
dinner

get one 50% off
(Exceptions apply) expires 9/16/2020

ANNOUNCING OUR 
NEW LOCATION!

4832 W. SAGINAW HWY.
LANSING

NEXT TO HARBOR FREIGHT

Grand Opening Celebration Sept. 9

Open for Dine-In • Carry Out • Catering

We’re excited to be a part 
of our new community in 

Delta Township!
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

East Lansing - 3048 E Lake Lansing Rd • (517) 333-9212
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 12pm to 1am

Holt • 2040 Aurelius Rd #13 • (517) 699-3670
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

Okemos • 1937 W Grand River Ave • (517)-347-0443
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

3 LOCATIONS

Fresh food
Family fun!

PICK UP
AVAILABLE!

Call 
11AM-8PM 

to place your 
order! Home of the 

World Famous Sizzler

1/2 OFF
LUNCH OR DINNER
Buy one lunch or dinner 
and receive  
a 2nd of equal or 
lesser value for 1/2 off

Valid Sunday-Thursday Only. 
Dine-In Only. Valid with 
coupon Only. Void if reproduced.
Not valid with any other offers or 
discounts. Expires 9/30/2020.

5000 N. Grand River 

(517) 321-3852

Welcome Back to The Airport Tavern!

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

WE’VE GOT 
BREAKFAST PIZZA

OUR PATIO IS 
OPEN!

OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 
FROM 7:30AM-10PM

809 E Kalamazoo St.
www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

By SKYLER ASHLEY
Dreary, rainy overcast weather makes 

me desire comforting food such as soup. 
Or as George Costanza would put it, 
rainy weather makes me focus so I can 
shift into “soup mode.” Luckily, I don’t 
have to deal with a "soup Nazi" who will 
force me out the door should I commit 
the slightest faux pas ("The Soup Nazi" 
episode of "Seinfeld" aired in 1995. I 
just have to open up the Uber Eats app 
and cry over how expensive third party 
delivery is.

The ocean supplies the ingredients 
of all of my favorite soups, so I decided 
to try something from Mitchell’s Fish 
Market. I ordered a bowl of lobster 
bisque, a classic recipe that is one of the 
best seafood soups a person can possi-
bly enjoy. 

The first thing I noticed was the 

pleasant aroma. The soup was nice and 
warm, and the steam carried the invit-
ing smell of a delicious cooked lobster. I 
don’t usually pay too much attention to 
how food smells, but this made me feel 
like a Looney Tunes character lusting 
over a cartoonish oversized ham. The 
bisque at Mitchell’s is thick, creamy and 
has a wonderfully savory taste. It wasn’t 
too salty, and it certainly didn’t taste 
too fishy, as if it were catfish or tilapia 
in disguise. I can’t say I’ve sampled 
enough lobster bisque to be some sort 
of final authority on the dish, but this 

is definitely up there with the best soup 
I’ve ever had. 

My only complaint is that size of a 
bowl seemed rather stingy. It seems 
like the bowl size at Mitchell’s would 
merely be a cup elsewhere. Then again, 

Mitchell’s isn’t shy about advertising 
itself as being super duper gourmet, so 
I somewhat expected a thinner quan-
tity to go along with the higher price. 
Regardless, I felt satisfied.

Mitchell's offers a bowl of comfort: Lobster bisque

DISH
THE

Mitchell’s Fish 
Market
2975 Preyde Blvd., 
Lansing
Monday-Thursday, 11:30 
a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 11:30 
a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Sunday, noon to 9 p.m.
Mitchellsfishmarket.com, 
(517) 482-3474

2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

Skyler Ashley/City Pulse

Mitchell's Fish Market's lobster bisque.
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WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Buddies Holt
2040 Aurelius Rd, Ste 12
Holt
(517) 699-3670
www.buddiesbars.com

DISCOVER YOUR NEW FAVORITE SPOT! Traditional 
classics and great drinks. Burgers, Mexican entrees, pizza 
and appetizers. Buddies Bowls you can’t get anywhere else. 
Locally owned and operated for over 20 years.

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 882-1777
eloasistruck.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Appetizers

Crazy Crab
3700 S. Waverly Rd.
Lansing
(517) 887-3888
crazycrablansingmi.
kwickmenu.com

LIP SMACKING UNIQUE CAJUN BROIL Now re-
opened for carry out. Please order online at our new web-
site: crazycrablansingmi.kwickmenu.com Currently you 
can get the best broil around from 3-9PM but we’ll extend 
our hours soon. Or come in or place order by phone.

3700 S. Waverly Rd.
Lansing, MI 48911
517-887-3888

ORDER ONLINE: 
crazycrablansingmi.kwickmenu.com

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

OPEN FOR 
FULL SERVICE

TUESDAY-
SATURDAY 11-7 Art’s Pub

809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Happy Hour 7 days a week
Save 10% if you order online before 6pm!

3415 E Saginaw St • Lansing • (517) 580-3720

Order online for pickup, curbside & delivery: 
caskandcompany.com

Airport Tavern
5000 N. Grand River Ave
Lansing
(517) 321-3852
FB: @AirportTaverandSteakhouse

WELCOME BACK! For 50 years, Airport Tavern & 
Steakhouse has been a staple of Lansing's community. Full 
bar, daily lunch and dinner specials. Ribs, steak, burgers 
and salads are all crowd pleasers at this neighborhood 
establishment.

Smoke N’ Pig
908 Elmwood Rd
Lansing
(517) 582-5100
thesmokenpig.com

WE SMOKE THE VERY BEST FOR OUR GUESTS! Give 
us a call for carryout and curbside pick up. You can also order 
online. Great flavors on traditional BBQ favorites. Pulled pork, 
brisket and chicken. Turkey ribs, wings and fantastic side dish-
es, too. Try loaded mac and cheese or pulled pork nachos. 

Bell's Greek Pizza
1135 E. Grand River
East Lansing
(517) 332-0858
thebellspizza.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1967. Pizza 
made fresh and ready to bust your hunger! Unique flavors 
you won't find anywhere else - Spinach Pie pizza, Shwarma 
pizza, Greek pizza. Grinders, pita wraps, salads and pastas, 
too. We cater! Order online at thebellspizza.com

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDSTHE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

DON’T FORGET • WE’VE GOT
Rates start at $24 

for 4 lines

Contract rates available, all rates net. Classified ads also 
appear online at no extra charge. Deadline for classifieds is 
5 p.m. Monday for the upcoming Wednesday’s issue.

Submit your classified ad to 
Suzi Smith: 517-999-6704 or 
suzi@lansingcitypulse.com
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Classified Rates
Rates start at $24 for 4 lines.

Each additional line is $6.
EXTRAS. Boldface Type: $7 per line

HEADLINE: $11 per line 
Border: $11

LOGO: Space needed
Contract rates available, all rates net. Classified ads also 

appear online at no extra charge. Deadline for classifieds is 

5 p.m. Monday for the upcoming Wednesday’s issue. You can 

also submit your classified ad to Suzi Smith at 517-999-6704 

or at suzi@lansingcitypulse.com.

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDSTHE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

DON’T FORGET • WE’VE GOT
Rates start at $24 

for 4 lines

Contract rates available, all rates net. Classified 
ads also appear online at no extra charge. Deadline 
for classifieds is 5 p.m. Monday for the upcoming 
Wednesday’s issue.

Sell Your Stuff!

Find a Job!
Advertise Your Service!Find a 

House!

Submit your classified ad to Suzi Smith: 517-999-6704 or 
suzi@lansingcitypulse.com

Commercial & 
Residential

Fully Insured

Call Joan at:
(517) 881-2204

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION

EFFECTIVE
MEDIATION

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse

My name is 
Robin Lea 

Laurain 
and I am asking 

you to 
Vote Green 
for Michigan’s 

Education Slate. 

I am the Co-Chair of 
the Green Party of Michigan and I am the dual 
candidate for the Green Party of Michigan and 
the Socialist Party of Michigan. 

Visit us at michgreenparty.org. 
Check out all our Green Candidates!

 #michigangreensunited
Paid for by the Trust Robin Laurain 2020 Committee

 4106 Bridgeport St., Lansing, MI 48911.

Assistant Professor 
The Michigan State University seeks qualified candi-
dates for the following full-time position: ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR (East Lansing, MI). Classroom teaching 
of students in the area of Physics and related courses. 
Course preparation; reviewing and grading assign-
ments; providing advice to individual students. Con-
duct/supervise research and submit for publication. 
Qualified candidates will possess a Ph.D. in Physics 
or closely related field. To apply for this posting, please 
go to www.careers.msu.edu and search for posting 
number 666032. MSU is committed to achieving excel-
lence through cultural diversity. The university actively 
encourages applications and/or nominations from 
women, persons of color, veterans and persons with 
disabilities. MSU is an affirmative action, equal oppor-
tunity employer.

OFFICE 
FOR RENT

1905 E. Michigan Ave. second floor 
walk up (above City Pulse). Two rooms, 
bath, carpeted, 2 parking spaces. 630 
SF. $500 + utilities. For information, 
call 517.819.9811 or email publisher@
lansingcitypulse.com. 

THE FUTURE OF 
FOOTWEAR IS HERE!

GET $600 PAIR OF ORTHODICS
FOR $150

SHIPPED RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!
Come see us today for a 3D scan of 

your feet & pressure points! 
The Aetrex machine will print  

custom orthodics from the scan
Select from a wide varitey of men’s 

and women’s shoes - including 
work boots and orthodic inserts

215 S. Cochran Ave
Charlotte, MI 48813

517-543-6988
charlotteshoerepair.com

4 15 years as 
Ingham 
County  
Assistant 
Prosecutor 
(special 
victims and 
family court)

4 2016 recipient of Civilian Citations 
from the Lansing  
Police Department for his work 
fighting child abuse

4 Graduate of MSU and MSU  
Law School

4 Youth coach, husband, and father

PAID FOR BY COMMITTEE TO ELECT STEVE KWASNIK 
FOR 30TH CIRCUIT JUDGE

1302 Fair Oaks Ct., East Lansing, MI 48823

To support the candidate that’s fighting  
for families, vote for Steve Kwasnik for  
Ingham County Circuit Court Judge  
by Absentee Ballot, or at the polls  

on November 3rd! 

kwasnikforkids.com 

for 30th  
CIRCUIT COURT

Having worked with Steve Kwasnik as a 
practicing attorney, I have known him to be 

prepared, knowledgeable, open minded and fair. 
Combine these qualities with his unmatchable 

years of experience, there is no doubt that Steve 
will serve the people and families well as your 
next Ingham County Circuit Court Judge.  

— JULIE O’NEILL,  
56-A District Court Judge

DHI would like to welcome new members to our 
team. We are hiring multiple position, full and part-
time. We are open to varying career and experience 
levels. If you are looking to broaden your trade work-
ing with a group of exceptional Physicians, we would 
like to hear from you.  You can view and apply for 
our open positions at the following careerpages: 
https://www.indeed.com/cmp/Michigan-Gastroenter-
ology-Institute , https://www.ziprecruiter.com/c/Mich-
igan-Gastroenterology-Institute/Jobs?hiring_com-
pany=c45736ac,  https://msu.joinhandshake.com/
employers/371102 and LCC Career page, search 
Michigan Gastroenterology Institute.  Apply today. 
Let’s be partners in success! 
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2020

CONTEST

VOTE FOR US!

CONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

Some restrictions apply. 
Expires November 1.
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